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CONNECT WITH HPIA
HPIA Meetings

Every 1st Wednesday, Sept-Jun, 7-9 pm in the Kunsmiller
Creative Arts Academy Cafeteria, 2250 S Quitman St

Upcoming Meetings

January 4, February 1, March 1, April 5, May 3
January 4 meeting to be held at Harvey Park Rec Center, 2120 S
Tennyson Way

Join us on Facebook

www.facebook.com Search for "Harvey Park Neighborhood"

Harvey Park Kids Facebook page

www.facebook.com Search for "Harvey Park Kids"
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Who is the
HPIA?
The HPIA are Neighbors
Creating Community, and as an
active, all-volunteer organization,
we aim to create community
space to gather and share in
interests that strengthen our
community.

What We Believe
We believe in creating
community pathways that bring
members of our neighborhood
together to share interests and
enjoy neighborly interaction.

Join the HPIA
Please join HPIA as an owner,
renter, or just as a nearby
neighbor. The News is solely
supported through ads, so
also consider using advertised
community services.

Come to
an HPIA
Community
Meeting
We invite everyone to HPIA
meetings at Kunsmiller Creative
Arts Academy cafeteria, the first
Wednesday of the month, 7 p.m.,
September through June. It’s a
great opportunity to learn about
our neighborhood and to meet
neighbors.

President’s Message

family. As Vice President, I transitioned to
Interim President. With the board’s support,
we will move forward with working toward
increasing membership, fundraising for the
scholarship fund, and a focus on other community-driven events such as our annual
Summer Festival and Sustainability fest. We
are volunteers, your Neighbors Creating
Community, providing pathways for human
connection between neighbors, and creating
an environment of shared interests.

Here is an opportunity for you to join us and
become part of the Neighbors Creating
harveypark.president@gmail.com Community movement! It takes only $15
a year (we give you a $5 reloadable King
720-838-3573
Soopers gift card) to become a member
Happy New Year, Harvey
of HPIA. Your membership fee makes a
Park! HPIA is entering its
difference and covers things like the annual
61st year as an organiHarvey Park Summer Festival, the Suszation. The HPIA board
tainability Fest, the Newsletter, the HPIA
gathered at the beginning
Scholarship fund, and much more.
of the fiscal year to discuss
goal setting, the direction
Community Involvement Q&A:
of the organization and
things we want to do to
How can I get involved?
strengthen our communi- Enjoy coming up with great ideas and
ty. After much reflection,
sharing your knowledge? Run for an open
Cathy Heikkinen has
seat on the HPIA board! You’ll join a diverse
stepped down as President
group of neighbors creating community that
to devote more time and
volunteer to provide an environment for
attention to her work and
community gathering and connection.

Xochitl 'Sochi' Gaytan
HPIA Interim President

Do I have to attend all of the community
meetings after becoming a member?
- No, you don’t have to! Any neighbor can
attend the community meetings, with or
without membership. Join us at the community meetings at your convenience.
HPIA shares event updates, public officials’
reports and so much more.
What else can I do?
-Interested in sustainable living, urban gardening, reducing carbon footprint and more?
Join the Sustainability Committee to work on
these projects.
-Enjoy planning events and gathering neighbors to share in the fun? Join the Events
Planning Committee to plan the annual
Summer Festival and other fun events.
-Volunteer to write an article for the Newsletter or share neighborhood related photos.
-Make a difference in the life of a High
School Senior! The Scholarship Committee
raises and awards scholarships to neighborhood students pursuing a higher education.
There are many ways for you to join the
Neighbors Creating Community movement! Please contact us with your interest!

Comic Relief
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State Legislature Update:

Representative Susan Lontine, House District 1
Happy New Year
Harvey Park! Looks
like we may have a
big year ahead of
us, especially on the
national front.
Our country faces
uncertainty on many
issues that have
divided our nation
for a long time. As
I write this, I don't
know the effect this
will have on our
state in the areas of
Medicaid, Medicare,
the Affordable Care
Act, education and
many other areas. I
hope for the best and can tell you that I will do my best
to keep you informed and to protect our most vulnerable
citizens. Many concerns have been raised on the issues
of intrusions of our civil liberties and increasing incidents
of racist and sexist harassment. If you feel that you or
a family member or friend has been harassed or in any
way harmed, please call me at 303-866-2966.
The November election here in Colorado has left the
state legislature in much the same place. The State
House still holds a Democratic Majority, and gained
three seats from Republicans. The State Senate is still
in the Republican Majority by one seat. The Governor
was not up for re-election so I'm looking forward to
another two years under the leadership of Governor
Hickenlooper.
We have a lot of work to do, especially in the areas of
transportation funding and making sure our budget can
support funding of our Colorado priorities. Our current
methods of funding for transportation in particular
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have not been able to meet our expanding population,
infrastructure modernization and ongoing maintenance
needs. I know that we in the legislature will make this
a top priority and work together to develop innovative
solutions to move Colorado forward. As for our budget,
I know that the Governor continues to work on moving
the Hospital Provider Fee out of the state's general fund
into an enterprise to allow the state to keep collected
taxes while we have such great needs in transportation,
education and health care. This was a sticking point
with last year's Republican held Senate. But with new
leadership in the Senate, I'm hopeful that progress can
be made. Just please remember, the legislature nor the
Governor can raise taxes. Only a vote of the people
can do that. So this does not cost taxpayers anything
additional in taxes.
Some of the areas I expect to be working on this year
include early childhood school discipline; reining in
third party debt buying in order to protect consumers;
increasing patient protections by requiring that health
care providers undergo background checks as a
requirement of their license to practice; and eliminating
the sales tax on feminine hygiene products. If you have
any questions on these issues, please contact me,
I'd love to hear from you! I have other ideas that I'm
working on so stay tuned.
While our committee assignments have not been
finalized yet, I expect that I will continue to serve on
State, Veterans and Military Affairs and on the Health,
Insurance and Environment Committees.
I will hold regular town halls every month during the
legislative session and I do announce them on my
Facebook page, People for Susan Lontine, and will send
out email announcements. You can like my Facebook
page and/or sign up for my email list by going to
SusanLontineforHD1.com to hear about my town halls
and any other news from the legislature.

Southwest Denver Update
Denver District 2 Councilman Kevin Flynn

The new year is going to present us with
a new challenge in southwest Denver.
Teikyo University Group’s decision to
close the Colorado Heights University
campus at Loretto Heights creates an
uncertain future for the 60 acre-plus site.
I have organized a stakeholder group
of neighborhood leaders, including
from Harvey Park, and elected officials
from the area. I intend for this group
to formulate the southwest Denver
community’s vision for the Loretto
Heights area. It will also be a sounding
board for any proposals that emerge in
response to the sudden opportunity to
repurpose the campus.
The campus includes the beautiful, iconic
and historic landmark Loretto Heights
Academy building. The architect was the
renown Frank E. Edbrooke, the architect
of the Brown Palace Hotel, the Colorado
Capitol, downtown’s Masonic Building,
Denver Dry Goods and the old Joslin’s
building, all on the 16th Street Mall,
the Oxford Hotel, Central Presbyterian
Church, and so many other magnificent
buildings of late 19th and early 20th
century Denver.

The Loretto Heights Academy was built
in 1890, among the oldest surviving
structures in our part of town. It is on
the National Register of Historic Places,
although it is not a designated Denver
Landmark structure.

summer, in addition to my request
to paint the bicycle lanes on what
has long been a designated Denver
Bicycle Route, I had asked that the
centerline be striped with a solid
double yellow line.

I’ve invited designated representatives of
surrounding neighborhoods of Dartmouth
Heights, Sharon Park, Brentwood,
College View, Mar-Lee, Ruby Hill and
Bear Valley, along with Harvey Park, to
be part of our stakeholder group. Also
taking part are other elected officials
including Councilman Jolon Clark from
across the street in District 7, and our
state legislative leaders and Denver
School Board members.

But before that request could be
processed, the centerline was
painted with skip striping, which
tells drivers it’s a passing zone. I’ve
had complaints from residents on
Lowell that they’ve been passed by
other drivers. Lowell is 30 mph, and
we shouldn’t be making it legal for
drivers to speed up and pass other
cars that are obeying the speed limit.

I am also looking forward in 2017 to the
hiring of another 100 police recruits, as a
result of my work with the mayor’s office
and Denver Police Department in 2016
to increase public safety. The number
of police officers would have declined
slightly were it not for my attempt to
amend last year’s budget. With the crime
rate increasing in Denver, we can’t afford
to have the same number of officers on
the street as we did 35 years ago. We
now have a plan to grow the force to its
highest level ever by 2019.
Mayor Michael Hancock has also agreed
with my request that traffic engineers
take on South Lowell Boulevard as a
pilot project for slowing traffic through
our neighborhoods. We’re looking at
the segment between Evans and Yale
avenues. When it was repaved this past

Engineers are gathering “before”
speed and video data, and then plan
to repaint Lowell with a double-yellow
line to test the concept.
I want to wish all of you a peaceful
and prosperous new year. If you
need assistance with city-related
issues, please don’t hesitate to visit
the council office in the Bear Valley
Shopping Center, or call us at 720337-2222.
You may contact my office with
any questions, at kevin.flynn@
denvergov.org, or 720-377-2222.
To be added to the Council District 2
mailing list, email
dana.montano@denvergov.org.
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Neighborhood School Spotlight: DSST at Henry Campus
Three new middle
schools opened in
Southwest Denver
last Fall. They are
Compass Academy,
located at the Lincoln
High School campus
and two schools at the
Henry Middle School
campus--Bear Valley
International School and another, named DSST: Henry.
Started in 2004, DSST is a Denver charter school network
composed of five high schools and seven middle schools,
serving nearly 5,000 students. DSST’s stated mission
is to transform urban public education by eliminating
educational inequity and preparing all students for their
future, including college success.
All DSST schools follow open-enrollment policies;
Denver-area students are selected for admission by
a lottery system. Admitted DSST students follow a
science, mathematics and technology (STEM) liberalarts academic program—their studies consist of seven
years of natural science, seven years of mathematics,
three years of Spanish, a trimester internship, and a twotrimester senior project.
DSST graduates have established a highly successful
record to date—100% of its graduates gained admission
to 4-year colleges; many elected to major in mathematics
and science. In addition, 57% of DSST’s 2016 graduates
were the first in their families to pursue college studies.
DSST at Henry Middle School opened this year,
composed of 140 6th-grade students—the founding DSST
Class of 2023. Each successive school year, one grade
will be added, until the DSST school consists of grades 6
through 12.
One distinctive DSST feature is its focus on core values.
DSST student expectations are linked to these values and
influence how DSST’s school days are organized. Those
DSST core values are: respect, responsibility, doing your
best, integrity, courage, and curiosity. DSST students go
to Home Room daily to prepare for a successful school
day. In addition, each student participates in a 12- to
15-student group Advisory twice weekly. The Advisory
is an advocate for students and their families. Schoolwide meetings are held several times per week, enabling
DSST students to build their identities as part of DSST’s
academic community.
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Of course, the STEM curriculum emphasizes learning
to work collaboratively in groups to solve problems and
develop innovative solutions, just as practicing scientists
do.
It’s fitting that DSST’s school mascot is called “The
Pride.” DSST at Henry Middle School infuses school pride
through its Wednesday Advisory League (WAL), where
Advisories compete with each other through enjoyable
athletic and academic competitions. WAL activities
effectively reinforce the DSST community’s school spirit
and camaraderie.
Interested in learning more about DSST Henry or how
to become part of the Pride? Then, sign up for a DSST
tour at http://www.dsstpublicschools.org/tours, or visit
DSST’s web site, http://www.dsstpublicschools.org/
henry-middle-school. Denver Public School’s enrollment
regarding School-Choice for Fall 2017 begins Thursday,
January 5th.

The History of Southwest Denver in Pictures
by Atom Stevens
Southwest Denver, a new book about the history of southwest Denver has just been released, written by Denver
historian and author, Shawn Show. Part of the Images of
America series of books by Arcadia Publishing, the book
is intended as a pictorial history of our neighborhood and
the greater southwest Denver area. Snow, who has his
own roots in southwest Denver and is an alum of Lincoln
High School, interviewed local residents, collected various
images, and has compiled them in this 222 page book to
reintroduce this part of Denver’s history to newcomers and
old-timers alike. In so doing, he hopes to capture the spirit
of southwest Denver, along with honoring its people and
neighborhoods. Snow will be providing a presentation and
book signing at the downtown Tattered Cover (1628 16th
Street) on January 12, 2017 at 7pm, and at the History Colorado Center (1200 Broadway) on March 13, 2017 at 1pm.

Congratulations to Kunsmiller Creative Arts Academy
Kunsmiller Creative
Arts Academy has
some amazing news
to share! KCAA has
become a GREEN
School for the first
time in its 8 year
existence! This shows the growth that students
have made plus the investment of all parents
and community members. The SPF (School
Performance Framework) is the DPS ‘report
card’ for all of its schools and KCAA has met
expectations. This is not just a measure of testing
but also of attendance, parent surveys, graduation
rates and overall satisfaction with the school.
Congratulations KCAA!

ALI BERNSTEIN
Owner
Harvey Park Resident
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Harvey Park Improvement Association
Scholarship Fundraising Campaign
by Katrina Rueschhoff

Harvey Park Improvement Association Annual Scholarship
Awards
The HPIA is excited to announce that the application for the
2016 – 2017 scholarship is now available at harveypark.org/
scholarships. We strongly encourage all our graduating seniors
to apply and the deadline is February 28th, 2017.
Scholarship requirements are:
1. A cumulative overall GPA of 3.0 or higher.
2. Involvement in extracurricular activities promoting
academic excellence, arts and humanities and personal
enrichment.
3. Evidence of community service and/or outside employment.

The Harvey Park Improvement Association (HPIA) is pleased
to announce higher education scholarships for the 2017-2018
academic year. The HPIA scholarship fund began in 1998 and
has since awarded 74 scholarships to graduating seniors from
our neighborhood. Three scholarships were awarded last year;
we hope to increase it to four scholarships this year.
So far we have raised scholarship funds through business
sponsorships, member donations and a Go Fund Me Campaign.
We are short of our goal and ask for the support of our Harvey
Park neighbors. Every donation helps neighborhood kids realize
their academic dreams.
These scholarships are awarded to high school seniors
who plan to further their education by attending a university,
community college or vocational / trade school. As long
as minimum requirements are met, all graduating seniors
residing in the Harvey Park neighborhood are eligible for these
scholarships regardless of where they graduate high school.
Donations can be made online at gofundme.com/hpiascholarships or by mailing a check to PO Box 36294 Denver,
CO 80236.
All size donations are greatly appreciated, but we do have
suggested donation levels. These levels include optional
recognition in the Harvey Park newsletter: Bronze: $20, Silver:
$50, Gold: $100. One hundred percent of your donation will be
awarded to a neighborhood student.
If you have any questions about donating to the Harvey Park
Improvement Association Scholarship Fund, please email
harveypark.treasurer@gmail.com

4. A clear sense of academic and/or professional goals as
reflected in an essay and personal interview with members
of the HPIA Scholarship Selection Committee. Interviews
are required and will be held on Saturday, March 18th, 2017
between 10:00am and 2:00pm.
5. Applicants must reside within the Harvey Park
neighborhood. The boundaries for Harvey Park is Jewell Ave
to the north, Hampden / HWY 285 to the south, Sheridan Blvd
to the west and South Lowell Blvd to the east.
If you know a graduating senior who will enter a post-secondary
education program next year, please encourage them to apply!
If you have any questions about the scholarship application or
process, please email harveypark.scholarships@gmail.com

Business Donors Help to
Support HPIA’s Scholarship Program

Two years ago, Harvey Park resident Charlie Davis offered
the brilliant suggestion to conduct drawings at HPIA’s monthly
Community Meetings to raise funds supporting HPIA’s
student scholarship program. This year, beginning in October,
neighborhood businesses have already donated monthly items
for HPIA’s drawings.
Many thanks to these donors:
Lancers Diner, 2991 W. Evans Ave. Owner Kathy Frangiskakis
donated dining gift-certificates (October).
Jodi Rogers, Harvey Park resident and Nostalgic Homes
Realtor, donated a prepaid VISA card (November).
Jaime’s Mexican Restaurant, 1910 S. Depew St. Owner Jaime
donated dining gift-certificates (December).
Are you associated with a neighborhood business? And are you
interested in contributing a donation in support of future HPIA
scholarship drawings? If so, please contact John Robinson,
720-203-9783 or harveypark.advertising@gmail.com
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Memories from 1957
by Steve Mullen

My family moved in 1957 to an area we called Bear Valley. It
was bordered by Yale Avenue on the north, Hamilton Street
on the south, Sheridan Boulevard on the west, and Lowell
Boulevard on the east. Sabin Elementary was still in its infancy.
Its playground was all gravel except for under the playground
equipment, which had lots of sand to cushion our falls. We were
bused to Westwood Elementary on Morrison Road.
We had milkmen making house-to-house deliveries, "the blind
man" selling brooms house-to-house with a seeing-eye dog,
the bread delivery-man who’d ring the truck bell as he reached
a customer’s house, bicycle-riding paper-boys who delivered
newspapers house-to-house and every month collected money
from their customers. I recall that The Rocky Mountain News
was the morning paper and The Denver Post was the afternoon
paper, except on Sundays. We even had home-delivery of
potato chips from a company called "Charles Chips"--he’d take
your refillable tin container to the delivery truck and refill it with
fresh, delicious potato chips. And I don't want to leave out the
Jewell Tea Company, with a whole plethora of items for the
house.
All the homes in our area had back-yard concrete incinerators
for burning household trash. Sometimes, as we cleaned out the
incinerator ashes, we’d fill a trash barrel with 45 pounds or more
of ash for the trash man.
Sheridan Boulevard was just a gravel road from about Evans
Avenue on south. There was just a stop-sign for east-west
Dartmouth Street traffic. We shopped at the Brentwood
Shopping Center, because the Bear Valley Shopping Center had
not yet been built. After the Bear Valley Shopping Center was
built, it had a Millers Supermarket; Hodel opened a Drug Store;
Ace hardware was another anchor. There was a Duckwalls
variety store, a laundromat, and, of course, a liquor store,
Dependable Cleaners, and a small mom-and-pop restaurant
called "Bricks," named after the owners’ (Mr. & Mrs. Platzer)
daughter Brickie. Also, a Hobby Shop, owned by the Day family,
a Dolly Madison, where you could buy hand-dipped ice cream
cones, malts, and other goodies. To the very north-east, behind
Hodel’s Drugs, was a barber shop and a doctor’s office, opened
by a Dr. Muier. The Bear Valley Inn, to the very south end of the
shopping center, was where the Air Force Honor Guard would
take their lunch break when they came to Ft. Logan Cemetery to
perform 21-gun salutes to honor veterans being placed in their
graves. You could hear those three short ceremonial rifle bursts
from where we lived.
Westbound Hampden (or Highway 285) traffic had an exit before
you reached Sheridan that went directly into the shopping
center, which was closed after many years due to the traffic
it created on Hamilton Street. On Saturday nights, we could
also hear vehicles racing at Englewood Speedway, located at
Federal & Oxford. The Highway 285 bridge over Raleigh St. had
not yet been built. They had to lower the speed limit on Raleigh
Street and put in a stop sign at Bates, to slow the cars down as
they came down the hill from Yale Avenue.

The Bradley gas station was originally a full-service Phillips
66, owned by a retired Denver Police Officer, Frank Konesney.
When you’d drive your car up to the gas pump, you’d run over
a rubber hose that’d set off a bell inside the gas station and
Frank would promptly come out, check the air pressures in your
tires, fluid levels, pump the gas, visit with everyone, wash the
windshield on the outside and sometimes hand you his cloth to
clean the nicotine stains on the inside of the windshield. He’d
do all of this, often with a lit cigar loosely dangling from his lips.
In the mid-sixties, John F. Kennedy High School was built.
Students living in Bear Valley were transferred from Lincoln High
School and Kunsmiller Junior High at the start of the second
semester. Loretto Heights was an all-girl school then and had
the entire hill to itself. Southwest of there was a shrine built into
the side of the hill that faced Hampden Avenue. North of there
was an outdoor swimming pool called the "Terrace Club," where
we enjoyed swimming during brutally hot summer days. Back
then, Loretto Heights allowed the public to swim in their outdoor
pool; a lot of girls liked the pool because they didn’t have to
wear a swimming cap there.
If we wanted to enjoy a "sit-down movie,” we needed to travel
to downtown Denver. We’d usually take the city bus for a 15cent fare--we could reach the Denver, Paramount, Oriental, or
Bluebird theaters that way.
Those are just my personal sampling of nearly sixty-years-ago
memories of growing up in what we first knew as Bear Valley—
in a particular locale called now, of course, Harvey Park.
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JOIN THE HPIA!
The HPIA are Neighbors Creating Community, and as an active, all-volunteer organization, we aim to
create community space to gather and share in interests that strengthen our community. We believe in
creating community pathways that bring members of our neighborhood together to share interests and enjoy
neighborly interaction.
Membership takes only $15 a year! Your membership funds the free Newsletter delivered to over 4,000
homes, the HPIA Scholarship Fund that awards scholarships to deserving high school students headed to
college, the annual Summer Festival, Sustainability team projects, annual Garage Sale, Community
Meetings, and more.
We encourage you to join in on the fun and help in our efforts to maintain the strong community we live in!
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What’s Happening at the Bear Valley
Branch Library
Winter of Reading
You may have heard about the
Summer of Reading program
for children. Well, adults should
have their own reading program
too! The Denver Public Library
has Winter of Reading for adults.
The dates for Winter of Reading
are February 1 through March
31. Come to the library during
that time to pick up a Winter of
Reading brochure. The brochure
lists ten different library-related
activities. Choose three or more
activities on the brochure and
then turn in your completed
brochure for a prize. It’s that simple. And it’s fun!
Tech One-on-Ones
Would you like to learn something new on the computer?
Did you get a new tablet and you want to learn how to use
it? Do you want to learn how to download free eBooks from
the library? We offer Tech One-on-One appointments at
the Bear Valley Library. During your appointment, you will
work individually with a librarian or a tech volunteer to learn
computer skills.
Call the library at 720-865-0975 to set up a One-on-One
Tech Appointment.

all, and a transforming experience for a child who may be
afraid of clowns.
January 3, 3:00 p.m.
Come one and all to a special family concert featuring
Katherine Dines and her award-winning Hunk-Ta-Bunk-Ta
Music. Katherine specializes in active songs that promote
learning and engage listeners of all ages.
February 3, 10:30am
Family Lego Club is on the second Thursday of every
month from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Come create and have fun with Legos. Each month we have
a new theme. You might even win a prize!
Storytimes are filled with stories, songs, rhymes and fun!
Preschool Storytime for 3-5 year olds is every Monday from
10:30-11:00 a.m.
Toddler Storytime for 18-36 months is every Wednesday
from 10:30-11:00 a.m.
Baby Storytime for 0-18 months is every Friday from 10:3011:00 a.m.
There’s always something new at the library. There are
new books, DVDs, magazines, and resources. Come and
find out what we have and what is happening. We hope to
see you soon at the Bear Valley Branch Library, 5171 W
Dartmouth Ave, 720-865-0975.

lynda.com
Would you like to learn more technology from home?
www.lynda.com is a free service available with your library
card that you can access from any computer. You can
learn everything from basic word processing to advanced
computer programming. Call or come to the library to learn
more.
Coffee and Donuts
Every Saturday 9:00-11:00am
Do you enjoy starting your day with coffee and donuts? Stop
by the library. It’s a sweet start to the weekend.
Plaza: English Conversation Tables / Mesas de
Conversación en Inglés / Bàn tiếng Anh
Every Tuesday from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Increase your comfort using English as a second language.
From beginning to advanced conversationalists, all can
participate in this program. Meet new people and learn
something new each time!
After School Hangout
Monday - Thursday from 3:00-5:00 p.m.
It’s a time for middle and high school students to have a
snack, play games, maybe do a craft and just hang out with
other kids. Drop in when you can.
Special Family Events
The Clown Mask Stage Show is a big favorite with kids.
Kids will be mesmerized as Miss Abbie the Clown turns from
an ordinary person into a clown in a funny, entertaining style.
Once transformed, Miss Abbie will keep kids laughing and
amazed with magic and clowning gags. A great program for
Harvey Park News, January - March 2017 11

Keep Harvey Park Urban Forest Beautiful!
Proactive steps residents can take to help
protect Harvey Park’s tree canopy

by Jennifer Hale

Ominously sitting on my kitchen table is the City and
County of Denver’s flyer announcing the Be A Smart
Ash movement, alerting residents of the pending
doom of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), a metallic- green
insect that destroys ash trees. The flyer announces
a potential infestation that will cause damage
comparable to the destruction caused by the pine
beetle in Colorado’s high country a few years ago.
The thought of losing so many beautiful, iconic, trees
in our neighborhood’s urban forest breaks my heart.
Trees not only provide a beautiful landscape in our
neighborhood, but are a source of shade-providing
energy savings for our homes, habitat for wildlife,
nature play for our children, and most importantly
the removal of carbon from our atmosphere and
production of oxygen for us to breathe.
For residents that have Ash Trees in their yards,
make sure to check out www.beasmartash.org for
detailed information on what you can do to protect or
replace your ash tree. Please take the call to action
seriously when it comes to identifying, treating and/
or replacing your ash tree as soon as possible.
This Earth Day we also want to make residents
aware of another program in Denver that provides
residents access to no or low cost trees to be
planted in their yard. Denver Digs Trees is a
program that focuses on providing medium and
large sized shade trees for planting within the City of
Denver. Trees offered through Denver Digs include
street trees- to be planted close to a curbside, and
yard trees- for private property planting. In addition,
they offer for purchase quality fruiting, flowering
and shade trees. The proceeds from the sale trees
support the cost of the heavily subsidized and free
trees they offer each year. Residents interested in
receiving trees through this program should make
sure to check out www.theparkpeople.org, or
stay tuned for more information on Harvey Park
Neighborhood Facebook page.
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Earth Day Seed & Plant Exchange
Community Party. Mark your calendars
this April for Harvey Park’s first annual
Earth Day Seed and Plant Exchange
Community Party. The Harvey Park
Sustainability Team is working hard
to bring an event to celebrate our
appreciation for the environment through
neighborhood clean-up, possible tree
planting, and a seed and plant exchange.
The event will be announced on
Facebook and on HPIA website.

Keep Harvey Park Urban Forest Beautiful!
Denver Digs Trees
In response to a city-wide need for affordable
trees, The Park People, a local, private nonprofit organization, established the Denver
Digs Trees program. This program has become
well-known throughout the city as a provider of
carefully selected tree species appropriate for
our difficult climate. Since 1991, Denver Digs
Trees has distributed more than 48,000 trees to
Denver residents.

All Denver residents, businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and schools are eligible to apply.

The Denver Digs Trees program provides
free and low-cost trees to support the urban
forest and improve the quality of life in our
communities by beautifying our neighborhoods,
supporting energy efficiency, lowering utility
costs, and improving air and
water quality.

In conjunction with Denver Digs Trees
Distribution Day on Saturday, April 15th, The
Park People will also host the annual Earth Day
Yard Tree Sale. This sale is open to anyone
on a first-come, first-served basis, you do not
need to be a Denver
resident to participate.
A variety of flowering,
fruiting, and shade trees,
including those with
striking fall color and
beautiful spring flowers
will be available. Trees
are sold for a discounted
rate (between $45 and
65) and sale proceeds
benefit the Denver Digs
Trees program to continue
supporting the Denver
urban forest.

The Park People feel
strongly that cost should
not prevent anyone from
planting a tree. For the
first time ever, street trees
will be provided free of
charge thanks to a new
partnership with Denver’s
Office of the City Forester.
Site inspectors will visit
each location of a street
tree planting to determine
proper siting and obtain the
required planting permit for you.

To apply, visit www.TheParkPeople.org or call
303.722.6262 to request a paper application.
The application deadline is Wednesday,
February 15th. Trees will be distributed April
15th, 2017.

For those looking to plant trees in their yard,
they are available at a highly subsidized rate.
These trees typically retail for up to $120, but
are being offered for $10 for low tree-canopy
‘target neighborhoods’ and $35 in all other
Denver neighborhoods. People experiencing
financial hardship may request a “treeship” to
receive their tree(s) free of charge. There is also
free planting assistance for those with physical
disabilities who are unable to plant their own
trees.
While there are spacing guidelines that
applicants must follow, there is no limit to the
number of trees you can apply for. Applicants
may choose from a variety of 10 tree species
offered, each perform well in our climate.
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Christy Sanchez is a landscape photographer from Denver. "Before sunrise" is her favorite time of day, and that's when you are most likely to
find her out shooting. This shot of the supermoon setting behind the mountains and Loretto Heights on November 14th was taken about 30
minutes before sunrise. f/8, 300mm, ISO 100, 4 seconds. See more of Christy’s images at christysanchezphotography.com or facebook.
com/christysanchezphotography.
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New Harvey Park Rec Center Supervisor: April DeLeon
by Cathy Heikkinen

Many fun and engaging activities
have been happening at the
Harvey Park Rec Center. In case
you’ve wondered who’s behind
all this, meet April DeLeon, our
new Rec Center Supervisor. After
several years without a Center
supervisor, April joined Harvey
Park Rec last spring. She’s highenergy and personable with many
creative ideas for bringing new
programming, participation, and
involvement to the Rec Center.
What would you like Harvey Park residents to know about you?
I’ve worked for Denver Parks and Rec since high school. I stumbled
upon the job in 1989 while riding my bike at Green Valley Ranch
(GVR). I started as a Recreational Aide for the Summer in the Parks
Program and served as weekend Pool Attendant at Berkley outdoor
pool. I advanced to Recreation Instructor at Southwest Recreation
Center and was hired full-time in 2001. I served the Southwest
Recreation Center for 18 years and, in 2010, became a Southwest
Region Youth Sports Lead Coordinator. As a Youth Sports Lead
Coordinator, I managed Athmar, Barnum, Harvey Park, La Alma,
Rude, and Southwest Recreation Centers and supervised a 60-100
person staff. I’m also a Certified Personal Trainer.
I was thrilled to be promoted to Recreation Supervisor at Harvey Park
in April. I’m excited to become part of the Harvey Park community.
What can you tell us about your staff? Harvey Park Rec’s staff
are awesome and great to work with! I’m very fortunate to inherit
such a fine team. Our eight-staff-members and thirteen coaches go
above and beyond with Rec Center patrons and members. In August,
Dalton Dennis became the Center’s Recreation Coordinator. He
brings so much enthusiasm to his position. In fact, I receive many
compliments about how professional, courteous, knowledgeable,
and helpful all our team members are. We take pride in our jobs and
in the community that we serve—we love our Harvey Park patrons,
participants, and members!
What are some new programs that you’ve implemented?
My goal is to have all core areas offered by Denver Parks and
Rec available here at Harvey Park. In July, we hosted an Open
House, including a Park Ranger's fishing program. We’ve added a
cheerleading class, kids’ beginner ski program, tot sports class, a
Halloween event, a holiday gift-making workshop (including photos
with Santa), and a Traveling Youth Zone. We’ve added a drop-in
Pickleball for active, older citizens; this spring, we intend to start a
speed-and-agility class and also host an Easter-egg hunt.
What’s your vision for the rec center? I’d love for Harvey Park to
become the number-one recreation center in the Southwest Region
in terms of participation, usage, and members. I’d like to update our
facilities—especially the weight room. There’s currently a “Go Bond”
(General-Obligation Bond); we hope to secure funding from that to
support needed improvements.
If you have questions or suggestions for April, email her at april.
deleon@denvergov.org or phone her at (720) 865-0552.

Harvey Park Rec Center Classes
Drop-In Classes
Hip Hop Class. Free with MY Denver Card. Ages 5-18.
Friday, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Karate with Sensei Mark. Free with MY Denver Card.
Ages 5-18. Mon. & Wed., 5:30-6:30 p.m
.
Essentrics. Low-impact exercise program to tone the
entire body & improve strength and flexibility. Age 15 & up.
Fridays, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Group Training. High-intensity training to build strength,
stamina, and endurance. Age 15 & up. Thurs., 6:00 to 7:00
p.m.
Power Stretch. This fusion class integrates

strengthening movements and flexibility training to stretch
muscles and increase tone of all areas of the body & use
techniques to relax. Age 15 & up. Tues. & Thurs., 9:30 to
10:30am.

Drop-In Pickle Ball. Play the fun hybrid sport with
elements of tennis, ping pong & badminton. Age 15 & up.
Tues. & Thurs. 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
After School Snack Program. All kids 5-17 welcome.
Mon.-Fri., 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Winter 2016-2017 Activities:Class/Activity
Fees Apply
Sing and Play. Rhythm, songs, dance & music for

children & their parents/caregivers. Age 6 months to 3
years. Wednesdays, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.

Tot Sports Experience. Introduction to sports & basic
fundamental skills for soccer, volleyball, t-ball & basketball.
Ages 3-4. Mondays, 1:00 to 1:45 p.m.
Cheerleading. Basic fundamentals, cheers, chants,

partner stunts & dance. Coed. Ages 5-14. Tuesdays, 4:30
to 5:30 p.m.

Basketball Youth Sports: Coed, Girls, Boys. Various
times. Ages 5-14.

Beginning Sewing. Learn to prepare fabric, read

patterns, develop skills in hand and machine sewing of
seams, hems, and more. 12 & up.

Learn to Ski & Snowboard. All-day beginner lesson,

lift ticket, rental gear & transport to Winter Park. Ages 7-17.
January 20. $30.

Harvey Park News, January - March 2017 15

Bear Creek Park Mural
by Meredith Schultz

Bear Creek Park, or as it is affectionately nicknamed,
Sombrero Park is home to a new community mural
painted by Colorado artist Lisa Michot. The project was
sponsored by Denver’s Urban Arts Fund whose goal is
to combine graffiti prevention and youth development
through positive, creative experiences. Michot invited
children in the community to help her create the images
for the mural which showcases her playful style, which is
influenced by her Cajun background and the Mardi Gras
culture of color, humor, and spontaneity.
Lundyna Estrada, a first grader at Denison Montessori,
and Olivier Estrada, a third grader at Sabin Elementary,
were two of the children who participated by striking a
pose and having their mothers trace the outline so that
Michot could create their life-size likeness on the wall.
Lundyna remembers the day very well, striking her pose
perfectly when I ask her about it. Olivier shares that
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the pose represents him well since he enjoys playing
football. They both feel proud to be a part of the park and
responded with a resounding “Yes!” when asked if they
would participate in another community art project.
This was the first time that Michot incorporated subjects
in her murals but said she would love to do it again. Her
goal was to create community involvement and create a
sense of ownership of the park for the families that use it.
When asked what she hopes the community sees when
looking at the new wall, Lundyna said she hopes that park
visitors will see all of the children as one big family. What
a great statement for our neighborhood!

Community Ministry: Serving Southwest Denver
by Joyce Neufeld, Director
Since 1968,
Community Ministry’s
mission has been to
meet the basic needs
of qualified people in
Southwest Denver
who are experiencing
economic hardship
or related problems.
Community Ministry’s
primary services
are providing food, children’s clothing, as well as utility
assistance through a grant from Energy Outreach
Colorado. Community Ministry also provides school
supplies to over 300 children, 600 holiday food boxes for
families, and Christmas gifts to over 500 children.
To qualify for Community Ministry services, an individual
or family must reside within these Southwest Denver
zip codes: 80219, 80223, 80236, and 80227 (Denver
County). We do not inquire regarding potential clients’
incomes.
We realize that Community Ministry’s four part-time staff
members are unable to address and provide everything
Southwest Denver families need to survive in difficult
economic circumstances. Fortunately, Community
Ministry receives assistance from more than a thousand
volunteers, who contribute nearly 13,000 hours of
assistance annually to help us fulfill our mission.

Although home values in the neighborhood surrounding
Community Ministry’s location (1755 S. Zuni) have been
increasing, schools still report that over 90% of their
students qualify for free- and reduced-meal programs.
We’ve found that due to increasing housing costs, many
families are compelled to combine households to help
make ends meet. Community Ministry’s client-choice
food pantry assists families by providing enough food for
more than a week, enabling them to pay rent, utilities, and
other important bills. Recently, several food pantries in
our community have closed, prompting more individuals
to come to Community Ministry for needed assistance to
make it through until their next paycheck arrives.
Support for Community Ministry’s programs comes
primarily from in-kind donations of food, clothing, and
professional services. Financial support is provided by
individuals, local churches, grants, and fundraising. In all,
93% of Community Ministry’s income directly supports its
on-going client services.
We invite and encourage neighborhood involvement,
whether by volunteering or by giving financially to support
Community Ministry programs. For more information
regarding how you can become involved, please visit our
Community Ministry website, comministry-denver.org or
phone 303 935-3428.

Community Ministry also collaborates with several
community agencies to provide wrap-around services,
most of which are conveniently accessible on-site—
such agencies as: The Inner City Clinic Congregational
Ministries that conducts blood-pressure, diabetes, and
cholesterol screenings, as well as providing flu shots;
Hunger-Free Colorado, the ultimate “go-to” agency that
arranges referrals to other food-providers; Colorado Pet
Pantry—its mission is to keep pets and their owners
together by providing needed pet food; independent
insurance agents who help individuals to understand
affordable health-care options, as well as Medicare and
Medicaid benefits; and Cooking Matters, a component
of Share Our Strength, conducting nutrition and cooking
classes for Community Ministry’s food recipients.
In addition, Community Ministry partners with outside
agencies serving as referral services for financial and
legal counseling, English as a Second Language (ESL),
and other educational and job-training programs, such as
Mi Casa Resource Center, Goodwill Connections, and the
Denver Public Schools Office of Community Engagement.
For several years, Community Ministry has been working
with other food pantries; we’ve formed a collaborative
group called the Food Exchange Resource Network
(FERN), that rents warehouse space, enabling us to
procure and distribute larger quantities of food.
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Snow
Removal
Save 10%
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Nextdoor: A Social Network Connecting Neighbors
by Cathy Heikkinen
Most people have heard of
Facebook and nearly all of
them hold varying opinions regarding whether they
enjoy participating on that social-media web site.
Many aren’t familiar with another social-media site—
called Nextdoor—specifically designed for established
local neighborhoods. Nextdoor was created with
the belief that a neighborhood should become one
of the most important and useful communities in
a person's life. Nextdoor’s mission is to employ
technology to help communities build stronger, safer
neighborhoods. Nextdoor helps neighbors connect
and communicate online about important information,
services, and goings-on in their particular community.
While becoming “neighborly” seems to have been
forgotten in this digital era, Nextdoor seeks to reverse
that trend.
Local communities anywhere in the United States can
create a private social network on Nextdoor for their
neighborhood. In fact, our Harvey Park neighborhood
is already active on Nextdoor. Once residents sign
up for the site, they gain access to a neighborhood
directory, map, events, marketplace ("buy," "sell,"
and "free"), and local-service recommendations, such
as "great babysitter" or nearby resources including
veterinarians, dentists, schools, and churches. The
Harvey Park Improvement Association uses the web
site to post notices about upcoming meetings and
events, such as our Annual Garage Sale and Summer
Festival.
Nextdoor was specifically designed to make
neighbors feel comfortable sharing information
with one another. All new members must verify
that they actually live within the neighborhood.
Information shared on Nextdoor is passwordprotected and cannot be accessed by those outside
the neighborhood or found on any search engines.
Neighbors can decide how much information they
elect to disclose on their personal profiles (e-mail
address, work and/or home phone, or street name,

rather than an exact address.) Personal e-mail
addresses do not need to be disclosed.
Nextdoor uses several ways to verify that its new
members actually reside in the neighborhood. A
postcard may be mailed to a new member's home
address containing a special code that’s returned to
Nextdoor.com. Once they've logged in, new neighbors
are asked to confirm their account. Alternatively,
verified neighbors can invite other neighbors to join
by sending them an official postcard or flyer from
Nextdoor.
You’re invited to learn more about this communitybased social network—Harvey Park’s own
neighborhood network. To join Nextdoor or to obtain
more information regarding this community service,
go to nextdoor.com.

HPIA Annual Halloween
House Decorating Contest
Winners
Many thanks to Jeff Galligan of Harvey Park
Realty for sponsoring this year’s HPIA Halloween
decorating contest. There were scary displays,
creepy displays, playful displays and so much to
look at. The winners, decided by combining points
from judges (Kat Alwyn, Izzy Arb, Rebecka Vigil
& her sons) with votes submitted on the HPIA
Facebook page are: Kathy Casados & family on
S. Wolff St.; Doug Nelms & family on S. Mead
St.; Dezarae Archuleta & family on W. Vassar
Dr,; David Forsyth & family on S. Yates St.
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Cold Weather Critter Care
by Katura Alwyn

It used to be
considered
common sense
that pets would
toughen up and
could withstand
the cold because
they are animals
with fur. We now
know that this is
not the case and that even cold hardy dogs should
not stay outside without an insulated or heated shelter
during cold weather.
What determines “too cold” will vary from pet to pet,
especially in Colorado’s dry climate. Some variations
come from the age of the animal, younger and older
pets will not be able to generate and retain heat as
well as a prime-of-life adult. Other factors include the
size of the animal and their coat qualities. The smaller
the pet, the faster they lose body heat and the more
protection they will need. Short hair pets also need
more protection, but long hair does not always mean
they are well insulated and warm. Medical conditions
such as arthritis, diabetes, heart disease, injuries or
kidney disease can also lower a pet’s cold tolerance.
Even outdoor cats who have been acclimated to the
cold should always have access to warm shelters.

drink, it is important to provide fresh, non-frozen water
at all times. A heated water dish can help with this, but
the easiest solution would be to bring in your animals
whenever the temperature drops below freezing.
If you need help deciding what your pet’s winter needs
are, please speak with your veterinarian who will
know more about your pet’s health and well-being.
Show your pet the warmth of your love by sharing the
warmth of your home.

Chemicals from ice melt can harm
dog’s paws and even kill.
Be sure to wash paws after walking
on streets or sidewalks where snow
melt has been used.

The general guidelines are to protect and bring in
indoor pets when the temperature is below 45 degrees
and to bring in all animals when the temperatures are
below 32 degrees to avoid frostbite or hypothermia.
It is important to remember that our pets are losing
heat quickly through the contact with both the ground
and air! While a calm and sunny 45 degree day may
feel pleasant for a brisk walk, any wind or shade can
quickly drop the temperature to dangerous levels for
indoor pets.
Hardy or arctic breeds of dog may be happy outside
for extended times during the day when they have
access to a well-insulated, appropriately sized
structure. There is an important difference at night
since when mammal bodies sleep, they produce less
heat which leaves them more vulnerable to the cold,
even those cold hardy dogs. Dogs experience the cold
in the same way we do. They may curl up and survive
but that doesn’t mean that they aren’t suffering the
cold. All outdoor animals need access to an insulated
shelter that is protected from the wind and should
always be brought in during extreme weather.
There are steps you can take to protect pets who do
spend time in the cold. First of all, their bodies will
burn more calories to stay warm, now is the time to
add a little extra food if your pet is not overweight. It
takes even more calories to warm up the water they
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Advertise with Us

Contact: John Robinson (Advertising Coordinator)
720-203-9783 or HPIA.advertising@harveypark.org
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Classified Ads
Advertise Locally in the Harvey Park News

Reach 6,800 Homes Quarterly

Contact John Robinson (Advertising Coordinator) at

720-203-9783
or HPIA.advertising@harveypark.org

Bob's Home Repair & Remodeling - Kitchen & Bath
Specialist. Also Floors, Doors, Electrical, Plumbing, Tile,
Counters, Drywall, and more. Free Estimates.
Call Bob 303-807-8478
Scrap Metal Charlie - Metal and Appliances - Free pickup.
Leave Name & Phone number. 303-742-0435
MyComputerDr - Computers - Hardware & software repair. I
can do it all! Reasonable. Keith Warnecke 303-937-3987
www.MyComputerDr.net
Painter Philosopher - Your HP neighbor, Mike Moore, has
been doing interior and exterior painting for 34 years. For your
free estimate give me a call. 303-882-3623

Julia V Bourlakov - Financial Advisor
5353 W Dartmouth Ave, Suite 308, Denver, CO 80227 303986-1478
ALL MATTRESS SETS! 1/2 PRICE! Brand New in Factory
Plastic w/Warranty. Furniture rep has weekly overstocks.
Pillowtop Queen sets start at $175. Pillow top Kings from $300.
Twins and Fulls from $125. Can Deliver. 29 yr Harvey Park
resident. 303 742-4860
Xochitl 'Sochi' Gaytan - Broker Associate w/ Brokers Guild
Class Ltd, (720) 838-3573, xochitlaztec@gmail.com Hablo
español. ¡Guiándole hacia el sueño de ser dueño! Guiding you
towards your home ownership dreams!
AVON
Harvey Park Area & Beyond
Call Ed or Maggie Herrera
(303) 936-4881 or go online
www.youravon.com/edmgherrera

Hire A Hubby Handyman for all thoses HONEYDOS that don't
get done. Painting, Remodeling, Electrical, Plumbing, Drywall,
Fix it, Jobs Large and Small. Free Estimates. Call Warren
Woods - 303-922-6594
Jim · DA · Plumber – Licensed 40 years - Plumbing Big or
Small, Free Estimates call 303-922-2832 or Cell 720-3232451
Belmar Electric Service - Service upgrades, Basement
Finishes, Additions, New Circuits, Hot Tubs, A/C,
Troubleshooting & Repair. Free Estimates. Professional work
@ Reasonable rates. Licensed & Insured. 303-507-6555 Tom
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