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CONNECT WITH HPIA
HPIA Meetings

Every 1st Wednesday, Sept-Jun, 7-9 pm in the Kunsmiller
Creative Arts Academy Cafeteria, 2250 S Quitman St

Upcoming Meetings

October 5, November 2, December 7, January 4, February 1,
March 1, April 5, May 3

Join us on Facebook

www.facebook.com Search for "Harvey Park Neighborhood"

Harvey Park Kids Facebook page

www.facebook.com Search for "Harvey Park Kids"
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Join the HPIA
Please join HPIA as an owner,
renter, or just as a nearby
neighbor. The News is solely
supported through ads, so
also consider using advertised
community services.

Come to
an HPIA
Community
Meeting
We invite everyone to HPIA
meetings at Kunsmiller Creative
Arts Academy cafeteria, the first
Wednesday of the month, 7 p.m.,
September through June. It’s a
great opportunity to learn about
our neighborhood and to meet
neighbors.

President’s Message
serve in so many important roles on HPIA’s
Board of Directors.
Over the summer, HPIA sponsored some
fabulous community events—the Neighborhood Garage Sale, 4th of July Bike Parade,
HPIA Sustainability Garden Tour, and, of
course, the 3rd Annual Harvey Park Summer Festival. We also worked on special
projects. Katrina Rueschhoff, our energetic
new HPIA Treasurer, elevated our accounting system to 21st-Century standards with
new online software (and, it’s free). In
addition to coordinating all HPIA Festival
volunteers, Vice President Xochitl Gaytan
leads HPIA’s Communications Committee,
Cathy Heikkinen
enhancing our social media and Facebook
HPIA President
presence. As Newsletter Advertising Coordiharveypark.president@gmail.com
nator—a huge responsibility—John Robin303-921-5788
son single-handedly ensures this Newsletter’s continued viability.
Greetings, Harvey Park
Friends!
Several HPIA Board members represent
our community and Southwest Denver on
Though many know me
Denver boards and councils. Jaime Estrada
already as Editor of Harvey
is representative to the Federal Boulevard
Park News and through varCorridor-Wide Study. Thanks to this Study,
ious neighborhood events,
we’ll soon see positive changes nearby.
this is my first opportunity
Sustainability Committee Chair Jennifer
to speak as HPIA President.
Hale is Southwest Denver representative
I’m grateful to follow Julia
to The Parks Game Plan, a component of
Bourlakov’s very capable
envisioning where we’re heading with Denleadership; I’m also awever’s master plan, Denveright. HPIA Board
struck by the generous,
member JJ Niemann was recently elected
dedicated volunteers who
President of Inter-Neighborhood Coop-

eration (INC), bringing together Denver’s
registered neighborhood organizations, such
as HPIA.
Susan Travers, HPIA’s Community Concerns board member, responds to issues
neighbors may express. Along with Susan
Robinson (organizer extraordinaire), she
welcomes residents to HPIA’s meetings
and “the two Susans” co-manage HPIA
membership. Carlos Montoya puts years of
experience as a school guidance counselor to good use by leading our Scholarship
Committee. Kat Alwyn regularly contributes
‘what’s happening’ articles for the Harvey
Park News regarding our community. New
board member Lindsay Muniz provides a
breath of fresh air by effectively addressing
any and all tasks that come her way—and
there have been many.
We’re also pleased that Atom Stevens, our
Harvey Park Historian, has rejoined HPIA’s
Board this year. Atom masterfully collects
and preserves all things Harvey Park. Our
goal is encouraging others to join him in this
work--tell us if you’re interested! And, after
six years of HPIA leadership, Julia Bourlakov enjoyed her Summer’s break. With
Fall’s arrival, Julia’s returned, bringing her
enthusiasm and perceptive HPIA ideas!
We have so many opportunities for you to
become involved, too! Just contact me!

Comic Relief
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State Legislature Update:

Representative Susan Lontine, House District 1
Fall is definitely in the air
and Election Day 2016
will soon be here on
November 8th. There
will be both elections
of officials and ballot
initiatives. All voters will
soon receive the State
of Colorado Blue Book
explaining each of the
ballot initiatives and their
expected effect. I invite
you to use this resource
to educate yourself
on all of the issues on
the ballot. So far, the
statewide measures
include:

Amendment 69, to create Universal Health Care in
Colorado

require that any petition for a citizen-initiated constitutional
amendment be signed by at least two percent of the
registered electors who reside in each state senate
district for the amendment to be placed on the ballot.
The Tobacco Tax Increase (I-143) was designed to
raise the tax on cigarettes by $1.75 per pack of 20.
The Unaffiliated Elector Initiative (I-98) would allow
unaffiliated electors to vote in the primary election of a
major political party without declaring an affiliation with
that political party and permit a political party, in some
circumstances, to select candidates by committee or
convention, rather than through a primary election.
The Presidential Primary Election Initiative (I-140)
Initiative 140 would restore presidential primary elections
held before the end of March and make them open in
Colorado. Currently, Colorado utilizes a closed primary
system, in which only registered party members may
participate in a party's primary.However, unaffiliated
voters may choose to affiliate with a party on Election
Day in order to vote in that party's primary.

Amendment T, would remove an exception to the
prohibition of slavery that allows individuals to be held in
involuntary servitude if convicted of a crime

Other issues you will see on your ballot this fall are the
renewal of the SCFD tax and a DPS mill levy and bond
measure.

Amendment U, grants a property tax exemption for
possessory interests whose value is $6,000 or less

I am up for re-election this fall for State Representative. Other
races include the U.S. Representative for Colorado’s 1st
Congressional District, Denver District Attorney, CU Board
of Regents, U.S. Senate, and, of course, the U.S. President.
The League of Women Voters in conjunction with the InterNeighborhood Cooperation (INC) will be holding candidate
forums throughout the city. The forum for the House District
1 race is being held on September 28th, 7p.m. at Denver
Channel 8, 1480 Cherokee Street. If you cannot attend the
forum, all forums will be posted online at DenverDecides.org.

The $12 minimum wage amendment would increase the
minimum wage to $9.30 an hour with annual increases
of $0.90 every January 1 until reaching $12 per hour
effective January 2020 and annually adjusts it thereafter
for cost-of-living increases
The "End of Life Options Act" would make assisted
death legal among patients with a terminal illness who
receive a prognosis of death within six months.
The Imposition of a Distribution Requirement for
Citizen-Initiated Constitutional Amendments would
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The most important thing I wish to leave you with for now is to
educate yourself on the candidates and the ballot measures
and Vote! If you want to discuss any issues you’re concerned
about, please email me at susan.lontine.hd1@gmail.com

Southwest Denver Update
Denver District 2 Councilman Kevin Flynn
classes with a total of 100 police recruits.

Mayor Michael Hancock released his 2017
proposed budget, totaling $1.92 billion in
appropriations, and council will be working on
it into November. The first two pages I looked
for were the so-called “Schedule 100” to
check the status of the general fund, and the
police department budget to see how many
officers we’ll hire as we build up the ranks still
depleted from retirements and departures
following the recession. You can view the
proposed budget online by searching on the
terms “Denver budget 2017” and choosing
the Denvergov.org link.
Schedule 100 shows the city on sound
financial ground as we continue to benefit
from the heathy local economy. We estimate
finishing 2016 with $251 million in unassigned
general fund balance. That’s more than
19 percent in surplus, well above financial
advisors’ and bond raters’ recommendations
of a 15-percent surplus. General fund
appropriations for 2017 total $1.32 billion.
We’re now digging down into the details to
see how the mayor proposes to spend it.
As to police hiring, to get increased safety
coverage for southwest Denver, I am
very happy to report that the mayor is
implementing the recommendation of the
police staffing task force I worked on last year,
and in fact is bumping up the pace of hiring.
The 2017 budget will fund two full academy

As many already are aware, the marijuana
business Native Roots has applied for two
licenses to sell medical and recreational
marijuana in the old Bear Valley Bank building
(the former Westwood College) at the back
corner of the Bear Valley Shopping Center.
Native Roots bought two buildings there
in January as its corporate headquarters.
It’s applied to transfer an unused medical
marijuana license from a location on Morrison
Road, and then to add a retail marijuana
license to it. A public “needs and desires”
hearing will be held. The original date was
vacated due to my request that it be held in
the evening rather than during the work day,
so that people have the opportunity to attend.
Check my District 2 Facebook page to look
for the new date. I oppose the licenses for
reasons I will detail in my testimony to the
hearing officer. I’ll report the outcome in my
council newsletter, which is hand-delivered
to different neighborhoods each month. To
make sure you get each issue, please sign
up to receive it via email by contacting dana.
montano@denvergov.org or calling 720337-2222.
The city council also has established an
affordable housing fund to assist in the
construction of new housing, preserve
existing units and offer assistance to people
to stay in their homes through rehab loans
and emergency repairs. The fund would
come from dedicating a half-mill of the
property tax, $12 a year on a house valued
at $300,000, and a new “impact fee” on
developers and builders who put up offices,
hotels and other structures that are part of
Denver’s unprecedented rapid growth that is
causing rents and home prices to spike.

I was able to change the source of the mill
levy in order to protect funds you were
promised would be used for essential city
services. The original council bill dedicated
the half mill from restored property
tax revenue voters approved in the
Referendum 2A TABOR election in 2012.
That allows the city to gradually reinstate
property tax mills eliminated when city
revenues grew in excess of the TABOR
budget cap. But the ballot language
restricted the use of that revenue
“exclusively” to such things as hiring more
police, paving more streets, restoring
library hours, increasing park maintenance
and “other essential city services.” I
couldn’t justify using 2A revenue for a
housing fund that would use money we
told voters would be spent “exclusively”
for other “essential city services.” I worked
with the bill sponsors and the mayor’s
office to amend the bill, carving the halfmill from the TABOR-restricted portion of
the property tax instead.
The benefit is that it preserves the 2A
added property tax you approved four
years ago for the next time we have an
economic downturn. It saves the added
budget capacity so that we’ll still have
resources to replace police officers, pave
streets and provide other essential services.
You may contact my office with any
questions, at kevin.flynn@denvergov.
org, or 720-377-2222. To be added to the
Council District 2 mailing list, email dana.
montano@denvergov.org.
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Denveright Campaign
Aims to Guide Growth in
Denver for the Next 20
Years
by JJ Niemann

Starting in June, the city initiated the process by creating task
force teams for each plan that consist of city and neighborhood
experts in planning, transportation, and parks. These task
forces will be meeting often over the next 18 months to make
recommendations to the City Council. The task forces are
seeking your help as citizens of Denver. To make sure they
make the best decisions for us and our quality of life, please
take a few minutes to fill out a few short online surveys (5
minutes or less) that ask you to identify what parts of the plan
you think are the most important. To get started, simply Google
“Denveright Community Vision Survey.”
I’m pleased to report there are people from Harvey Park
participating on these task forces. Jennifer Hale, HPIA Board
Member and Chair of the HPIA Sustainability Committee, is
the Southwest Denver representative for The Parks Game
Plan. City councilman Kevin Flynn is a member of Denver
Moves: Transit. I’m part of the Think Tank that will be meeting
to make sure specific areas and intersections are addressed
and coordinated in the plans. We are all striving to make the
best decisions to help define Denver's growth over the next 10
years. I hope that you will participate as well.
Community Visioning Workshops. You’re invited to come
share your vision for Denver, hear from others in our area, and
learn about the four city plans that will help guide the future of
our city for the next 20 years. Denveright Community Visioning
Workshops will be held throughout Denver on October 4th and
5th. The Southwest Denver workshop will be on October 5,
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at College View Elementary, 2675 S Decatur.
Child care provided. Spanish interpretation provided. Details:
denvergov.org/denveright.
JJ Niemann is a member of the HPIA Board and President of
the Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation (INC).
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Discuss the market and
economy in a relaxed setting.
The coffee’s on us.
Please join us at our next coffee club
meeting and bring a friend.
When: 4th Thursday, October 27, 2016 at 9 AM
Jones Office
Where: Edward
corner of Sheridan & Dartmouth
5353 W Dartmouth Ave
Suite 308
Denver CO 80227

Julia V Bourlakov
Financial Advisor
.

MKT-1754C-A

The City of Denver
is engaging in an
ambitious task called
Denveright to rewrite
the guiding plans
that define how
Denver will grow
our land for building,
our transportation
corridors, and our
parks and recreation
system. There will
be four coordinated
plans called Blueprint
Denver: Land Use and
Transportation; Denver
Moves: Pedestrians and
Trails; Denver Moves:
Transit; and The Parks
Game Plan: Parks and
Recreation.

5353 W Dartmouth Ave Suite
308
Denver, CO 80227
303-986-1478

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

The Thin Blue Line

by Lt. Jeff Martinez, Denver Police District 4
Over the last
couple of years
we have talked
about crime and
crime prevention,
but for this
article I would
like to answer
a question that
some community
members ask
officers quite
often. How does
the negative media attention regarding law enforcement
and community relations affect us? We are human,
so admittedly we can get disappointed in some of the
negative stories that we hear. But before we get too
troubled, we quickly realize how many of our citizens
truly appreciate the work we do and for that I want to
take a moment to say THANK YOU!

don’t leave items in your car that others are tempted
to steal, don’t leave your car running and unattended,
keep the outside lights on and call us when you observe
suspicious activity. With your help we can prevent
crime and the criminals who come in for the easy
targets, and less crime is what makes all of us happy.
You may email Lt. Martinez with any questions or
concerns at jeffrey.martinez@denver.org

The Denver Police Department is full of wonderful
people who work extremely hard to serve our city, but
sometimes they are preoccupied with the daily stresses
of their job and they don’t get to show the friendlypleasant side of their personality. Please don’t take this
as a sign of disrespect, and try to understand that their
lives may depend on them showing the strong side of
their personality. They are taught to be strong and stoic
at times to avoid the sadness and grief that their inner
selves may be feeling. In a sense, you may be seeing
the mask that they have learned to wear to hide the
tears that they may otherwise bear. But inside, these
individuals are full of life and love, and hopefully more
often than not you will experience their various smiles
because they love serving others and that is why they
do what they do.
By no means am I implying that an officer is allowed to
be disrespectful or outright rude to any of our citizens.
In fact it is quite the opposite, we expect our officers
to be pleasant and professional at all times. I’m just
reminding our citizens of some of the stresses these
men and women experience day in and day out, and
to understand when they appear preoccupied and
unable to share a friendly interaction. Nonetheless, we
appreciate your support and kindness. We will keep
working on showing you our best. You are the reason
we do this job, and we are honored to serve you.
Please take care of yourselves and help our community
stay safe. Remember the simple things that deter
crime: Lock your house and car doors and windows,
Harvey Park News, October - December 2016 7

Neighborhood Halloween Happenings
HPIA Halloween House Decorating
Contest: Enter to Win a Prize
Goblins, witches, and ghosts, oh my! Do you like to
out-BOO your neighbors? If your house is decked
out with demons, tombstones, jack-o-lanterns and
other ghostly decorations, enter it in the Harvey Park
Halloween House Decorating Contest.

To nominate your home, email your entry to
harveypark.articles@gmail.com. Be sure to
include:

St Andrew’s Habitat for Humanity
Pumpkin Patch
It’s that time of year to buy pumpkins! St. Andrew
Presbyterian, is once again hosting a Pumpkin
Patch to benefit Habitat for Humanity. Located at
the corner of Sheridan and Dartmouth, St. Andrew
shares a parking lot with the Bear Valley Library, so
there’s convenient shopping access to help “turn
pumpkins into houses.” The Pumpkin Patch opens
October 8 and runs through October 31, from noon
to 6:00 p.m. weekdays, and weekends, 10:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m.

Your name, address and phone number
Digital picture or pictures of your house
On or before October 31
Decorations can be fun, scary, or simply creative.
Final judging will take place anonymously from the
street after dark on October 31.
First, second, and third place prizes will be
awarded at the November 2 meeting of the HPIA at
Kunsmiller Creative Arts Academy, 2250 S. Quitman
St, at 7:00 p.m.

Neighborhood Halloween Party
Christ the King Lutheran Church will be holding
their annual neighborhood Halloween Party
on Sunday, October 30, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
There’s a family chili dinner at 5:00 followed by
games, crafts, and stories. 2300 S Patton Ct.
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Harvey Park Garden Tour a Success
by Jennifer Hale

On Saturday,
Aug 20, the
Harvey Park
Sustainability
Team
organized
a tour of
neighborhood
urban veggie
gardens.
A dozen
attendees
enjoyed a beautiful summer afternoon chatting and
learning from four Harvey Park households who have
taken backyard gardening in different directions. At
Holly and Kevin Jenkin's, stock tanks turned into wicking
gardens as well as hail protection strategies were
showcased. Serena Mathew's garden highlighted plants
grown from seeds given to her from students at Sabin
Elementary. At the Frey home, gardening is a true family
affair, with son, Aiden, leading the group through their
large vegetable garden, generously dotted with lovely
"volunteer" flowers. The tour ended at Jennifer and Royce
Hale's true urban farm, complete with chickens in a coop
custom designed and built by the couple.

The event provided inspiration for attendees interested in
expanding their own individual gardening efforts. Harvey
Park Sustainability Team hopes to host this type of tour
and many more in the years to come. If you are interested
in learning more about urban gardening, there are many
resources available to residents in Colorado. Check
out courses offered by Denver Urban Gardens, Denver
Botanic Gardens, and Colorado State University (CSU)
Extension Office.
The Harvey Park Sustainability Team will be establishing
a set monthly meeting that is open to all residents
(Harvey Park or adjacent communities) interested
in helping “green” our community, through water
conservation, waste diversion, energy savings, building
a community, and sustainable land use. If you are
interested in attending these meetings, please email
your contact information to harveypark.sustainability@
gmail.com. The meeting information will also be posted
on Harvey Park’s Facebook and NextDoor page as an
additional resource.
We look forward to getting more people involved in the
efforts to build a truly sustainable community.
Photo by Michael Reilly
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Harvey Park Neighbors Seek Southwest
Denver’s First Historic District
by Atom Stevens

Harvey Park, now over 60 years old, represents a distinct
period in Denver’s 20th-Century growth. It’s a mature
neighborhood populated by some families who’ve known
Harvey Park for decades. It’s impossible to buy a new
house that’s anything like Harvey Park’s homes, and built-up
communities like ours are finite and increasingly uncommon,
which enhances their value.
Young families moving into Harvey Park today are too far
removed from its history to know how this community came to
be, and about the community’s homes. Stories and facts about
Harvey Park’s designers and builders (as well as its buyers)
have been uncovered, representing information that some
community residents regard as historically significant. Important
enough, it’s believed, to justify recognition and protection for
some of Harvey Park’s historic homes.
A neighborhood group, including this article’s author, is
preparing an application creating a historic district in Harvey
Park to protect the neighborhood’s 170 “Rocky Mountain
Cliff May Homes.” This non-trivial process will require several
months to complete. The team must detail a history of the
houses, explain their historical significance, and provide
information and photos of each of the 170 houses in the
designated district. Simultaneously, the group must seek
support from property owners within the proposed district,
requiring proactive communication, ensuring as many property
owners as possible understand the pros/cons of such a
designation.

nature provides somewhat the same protection as covenants
do in newer communities. In the case of Cliff May homes,
a significant portion of their value lies in their unique design
within their historical context. “When home-buyers purchase
homes that were built in past eras, they look for upgradeable
(or upgraded) homes, but with their original ‘charm’ or ‘feeling,’”
notes application team member Adrian Kinney, a real-estate
broker specializing in the ‘mid-century modern’ home style
that is in the proposed district, “When an area of architectural
significance has this designation of protection, it preserves most
of these curbside visual features, and keeps intact the integrity
of their architectural significance.” If the historical context were
altered by demolitions or insensitive renovations/additions,
house values in the tract would decrease. Being in a historic
district also allows state tax credits for property improvements,
even if they aren’t linked to historic architecture (i.e., heatingsystem replacement or electrical upgrades).
Local residents in Rocky Mountain Cliff May Homes have
earned a reputation in recent years for being aware and proud
of the historical significance of their homes. There’s a perceived
high-support level for creating this historic district, however,
nothing is a ‘done deal.’ The group preparing the application
believes that creating this historic district is the right thing for
the Rocky Mountain Cliff May Homes and for our Harvey Park
neighborhood. Want to learn more about the proposed historic
district or to help in this effort? Contact our application team at
history@denvercliffmay.com.

Once the application is submitted and reviewed by Denver’s
Planning Department for completeness, the team presents the
application to Denver’s Landmark Preservation Commission
at a public hearing, where Denver citizens inside and outside
the proposed district will present opinions about why the
establishment of a historic district should or should not be
approved. Should the Commission, following consideration
of the application along with public comments, approve the
application, it then goes to the City Council for a vote. At City
Council, the public again has the opportunity to offer comment
for/against the historic district. If it passes City Council, the
historic district becomes law.
Successful designation of the Rocky Mountain Cliff May Homes
Historic District would represent several milestones in historic
preservation: it would be the first historic district in southwest
Denver, the first historic district in Denver protecting mid-century
modern houses, and the Nation’s first historic district protecting
a tract of Cliff May homes.
The creation of a “historic district” places explicit, enforceable
limits on property rights to protect historically significant
structures. That’s why it’s important that residents in the
proposed district support the change. The district will establish
specific, unique rules about improvements that can or cannot
be made to district properties, including the right to demolish
structures, controlling the design of any new structures
(particularly additions), and protecting certain aspects of
structures considered historically significant, which may
include siding/roofing materials, window construction, etc.
What the district wouldn’t control would be paint colors, most
landscaping, and anything related to house interiors.
So, with restricted property rights, why would home owners still
elect to live in a historic district? For one, the district’s protective
Harvey Park News, October - December 2016 11

3rd Annual Harvey Park Summer Festival
What a perfect summer day and evening we had on Saturday, July 30 for the 3rd Annual Harvey Park Summer
Festival. As predicted, this free neighborhood event sponsored by Councilman Kevin Flynn and organized by
the Harvey Park Improvement Association is growing each year. This year, the booths and games were under
the trees. Another great innovation was the addition of food trucks and a snow cone stand.
We had a wonderful mix of business sponsors and community based organizations. There was face painting
and, much to the delight of everyone, one of the best balloon artists ever. When the firemen showed up with
their truck, the kids swarmed around to see and get their fire hats. There were bike giveaways and drawings
for cool prizes.
We had a fantastic turnout for the Denver Municipal Band Concert. And, of course, the awesome fireworks
display by the Riviera Circle Lake Club closed out the night with a “bang.”
We must give a big shout out to all the volunteers who went above and beyond to help with this event. Boy
Scout Troop 377 was there in force as were the Girl Scouts of Troop 725. We so appreciate the high energy
of all the volunteers from Forefront Church. Kudos to the HPIA Festival Committee members: Xochitl Gaytan,
Katrina Rueschhoff, John & Susan Robinson, Lindsay Muniz, Kat Alwyn, and Cathy Heikkinen.
Of course, we especially thank our event sponsors whose generous support made this all possible.
Event Sponsor

Kevin Flynn, Denver District 2 Councilman
Platinum Sponsors
Dentistry 360, Discount dental plans available, Bear Valley Shopping Center, 720-596-4760
Adrian Kinney, Realty Professionals, Your Cliff May Home Sales Expert, 303-219-0629
Gold Sponsors
Jeff Galligan, Harvey Park Realty, Selling Harvey Park Homes for over 31 years, 303-888-8585
Southwest Family YMCA, Improve your health, inspire your child, connect with your community, 303-761-7530
Jodi Rogers, Nostalgic Homes, Harvey Park Real Estate Neighborhood Expert, 720-933-6676
Silver Sponsors
Julia Bourlakov, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones, “Making Sense of Investment”, 303-986-1478
Xochitl Gaytan, Brokers Guild Cherry Creek, Helping Home Buyers & Sellers, Se Habla Espanol, 720-838-3573
Virgina McCready, Bella Vita Massage and Wellness, Integrative massage therapist, 303-742-7970
Paulina Leguna, Guild Mortgage Loans, Mortgage Loan Specialist, Se Habla Espanol. 303-815-5427
Meredith Schultz, Harvey Park PALS, Dog Walking and Pet Sitting, 303-847-0519
Norma Rodriguez, Farmers Insurance, Auto, Life & Property Insurance, 303-442-1844
Cathy Heikkinen, Brokers Guild Cherry Creek, Client-centered Homebuying & Selling services, 303-921-5788
Bronze Sponsors
Kat Alwyn, Pedis 4 Pets, In-home Pet Nail Care and Pet Sitting, 303-513-0558
Eileen Kennedy, Reverse Mortgage Specialist at Reverse Mortgage Focus, 720-272-8125
Pawdners Doggie Daycare, "Where Lil Dawgies Git Along", 303-781-7293
Eldorado Natural Spring Water, Kelly O'Connel, 303-229-8044
American Marriage Ministries, Rick Rimero, 303-501-2406
Friends of Harvey Park Sponsors
Hernandez Enterprises, All Phases of Landscaping, 720-357-9323
Warren Woods, Hire A Hubby, “For all those Honey-Do’s”, 303-922-6594
New York Bagel Café, Authentic New York-style bagels, 2764 S Wadsworth Boulevard, 303-246-6739
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Dentistry360
Dentistry 360 opened in its current location in the
Bear Valley Shopping Center office in 2012 and
has been growing fast ever since, attracting a large
number of local residents. We offer a warm, inviting
atmosphere combined with high professionalism and
quality care.
Our staff is both nurturing and professional. Being
from the area, they love their patients like friends.
Patients also trust us with many of their friends and
family. Dr. Semi has been in the dental field for many
years (since 1994) and she has put numerous hours
in continuous education in many aspects of dentistry
including: implants, dentures, esthetic dentistry,
invisalign, and braces plus more.
Kristi, our office manager has extensive experience
with insurances and is always willing to answer any
questions you may have. She has been in the dental
field for many years as well, and strives in providing
the best possible outcome for your dental treatment
with minimum cost.
Our lead assistant Nicole is very talented, caring, and
extremely hard working. She will spend hours making
sure your teeth look great and you leave our office
with a smile. She loves what she does, and together
with talent and hard work, you can accomplish
amazing things.
There is more to say about all of our staff members,
however you should come in and experience our
awesome office. We are currently offering:
FREE LASER WHITENING (in-office whitening
valued at $250-300)
$ 49 Cleaning, X-rays, and full exam
$200 off any treatment over $1000
Discount plan for only $99 a year (includes 2 free
cleanings or 2 free perio maintenances, and 30%
off our usual fees)
We look forward to seeing you in our office. 5140 W.
Dartmouth Ave Denver, CO 80236, 720-596-4760.
Thank you, Dentistry 360 staff
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Poms Team at JFK
by Luci Medina

We are proud to introduce the first Poms
Team at John F. Kennedy High School. Ruthy
Nunez and Miranda Wood, who are childhood
friends and former dancers, approached
Activities Director Chris Enzminger with the
idea of forming a Poms Team. He approved
the start of a Dance Club, and the interest was
overwhelming. Members performed at last
year's Homecoming Game, Basketball Games,
Pep Rallies and they also danced at the Pepsi
Center.
Following a challenging week-long audition
process, the new Team was selected. They
are now part of the Colorado High School
Activities Association and are looking forward to
competing at the State level.Ov er the summer,
there was no rest for the Poms Team who
practiced five days a week and held a Summer
Clinic which including workouts, training and
choreography. They also performed at the Mile
High Stadium during the Half-time of the Denver
Outlaws game after spending the day at an
Outlaw Dancers Workshop.

Top Left: Nhi Truong, Mariah Medina, Orianna Hernandez,
Andrea Casillas, Channelle Romero
Bottom Row: Gloria Ramos, Mariana Alverez, Natalia
Ramirez, Tabitha Bryning

What is most inspiring is the Poms’ dedication
to serving others by hosting a used clothing
drive and volunteering for the Epilepsy
Foundation of Colorado. They participated in
the Denver Epilepsy 5K to show their support
for Coach Ruthy and those like her who suffer
from seizures.
We could not ask for a better group of young
ladies to represent JFK and serve as role
models in the community. They each come
from different backgrounds and are involved in
a variety of extracurricular activities, but they
come together as one close team. They form
a bond like sisters and motivate one another
through difficult times. To the girls, Dance is a
Passion and not just a sport.
Luci Medina works behind the scenes,
coordinating workshops and perfomances. For
more information on the next JFK Poms Team
Performance, we invite you to visit the school
website at jfk.dpsk12.org

Snow
Removal
Save 10%
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Harvey Park Critter Corner: Lots of Lost Dogs?
by Katura Alwyn

What is your first reaction when you see a
dog loose in the neighborhood? For some it is
immediate concern for the pet’s safety; for others
it is empathy for the owner, frantically searching
for a beloved member of the family; and others
feel threatened or irritated, fearing the pet might
bite someone, attack or spread disease to their
pets, cause an accident or damage property.
Whatever your reaction, it is safe to say that
Harvey Park
residents are
concerned
about the
number of lost
pets in the
neighborhood.
Why are
there so
many dogs
roaming the
streets of
Harvey Park?
According to
the National
Council of Pet
Population
Study and Policy, a family pet is lost every two
seconds in the USA so loose pets are not just
a local phenomenon. According to Dr. Nicholas
Dodman, professor of Animal Behavior at Tufts
University, dogs run either to escape a perceived
threat (fireworks, thunder, fear of other animals
or their owner) or in search of a rewarding
experience (reproduction, entertainment, prey
behavior, social interactions). It’s not always
simple to keep the clever, active creatures we call
dogs from escaping every nanosecond of their
lives, even for the most responsible pet owner.
Common reasons for a pet getting loose include:
recent fence damage; a non-owner opening a
gate; a dropped leash; a door left ajar; or being
in an unfamiliar setting such as a doggy daycare.
Not all dogs roam, but it is important to note
that pets may suddenly develop a phobia of
loud noises, such as fireworks and thunder, or
other stimuli and become so terrified that they
mindlessly do anything necessary to escape and
run as far and as fast as possible. Admittedly it is
also true that some dogs become escape artists
and are chronically out and about. As a community
Harvey Park probably sees only average or below
average numbers of loose dogs; nevertheless, we
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are all interested in pets staying safely at home.
In this, the first of a series of articles on animals in
the Harvey Park area, we start by looking at how
to prevent dogs roaming at large.
How do we keep dogs safely at home? The first
step of keeping pets safe at home is to control
environmental factors, meaning take steps to
prevent escape. However, even when the fence,
doors and
screens are
secure things
can go wrong.
Dogs are
clever and
what kept
them at home
yesterday
may be
inadequate
today. What
else can you
do when your
pet wants to
escape your
house or
yard?
Spay or neuter your dog to greatly diminish the
urge to roam. Yes, it helps!
Take extra precautions during thunderstorms
and fireworks: provide a safe and secure area
with their favorite toys and treats; play calming
music or “white noise” to help muffle the loud
sounds; consider the use of antianxiety wraps
and jackets.
Help your pet through behavior problems, such
as digging, darting, or fence jumping before
tragedy occurs by attending training classes
and other new approaches.
Hire a knowledgeable, caring and professional
dog walker to help meet your pet’s social,
mental stimulation and physical exercise
needs.
Lost dogs are not unique to Harvey Park; but
we can be unique in how well we work to keep
our dogs at home; how we react to, care about,
and assist lost dogs and their owners; and work
together for happy and safe outcomes.

What’s Happening at the Bear Valley Branch Library
Are you looking
for something fun
and interesting
to do? Stop by
the Bear Valley
Library to find out
about all of our
programs and
events. Here are
some highlights
of the activities at
the library.
Sewing Lounge
is the first
Thursday
of every
month from noon-2:00 p.m. We’ll
provide the sewing machines and
the friends. You bring your project
and your supplies.
Sit & Knit meets on the second and
fourth Thursday of every month from 12:302:30 p.m.
Experienced knitters, come, share your
knowledge and enjoy time knitting with a
group. Beginners, shorten your learning
curve with tips from skilled knitters.

Saturday Morning Book Club meets the
second Saturday of every other month from
10:00-11:30 a.m. Start your weekend by
joining us for a cup of coffee and a lively
discussion. November’s selection is The
Bookseller: A Novel by Cynthia Swanson.
After School Hangout is every school day
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Play games, do crafts or
just hang out with friends. For ages 10-18.
Storytimes are filled with stories, songs,
rhymes and fun!
Preschool Storytime for 3-5 year olds
is every Monday from 10:30-11:00
Toddler Storytime for 18-36 months
is every Wednesday from 10:3011:00 and from 11:30-12:00.
Baby Storytime for 0-18 months is
every Friday from 10:30-11:00
There is lots more too. We have so much
happening at the library that we can’t fit it all
in the newsletter. Come by for a calendar of
events. We hope to see you soon at the Bear
Valley Branch Library, 5171 W Dartmouth
Ave, 720-865-0975.

Family Lego Club is on the second
Thursday of every month from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Come create and have fun with legos. Each
month we have a new theme. You might
even win a prize!
Plaza: English Conversation Tables /
Mesas de Conversación en Inglés / Bàn
tiếng Anh is every Tuesday from 5:30-7:30
p.m. Increase your comfort using English
as a second language. From beginning
to advanced conversationalists, all can
participate in this program. Meet new people
and see something new each time!
Bear Valley Mystery Book Club meets the
fourth Thursday of each month from 6:308:00 p.m. except November and December.
Add a little more MYSTERY to your life. Join
us for refreshments, lively discussion, share
your favorite titles and authors. The selection
for October is Death of the Black-Haired Girl
by Robert Stone.
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SilverSneakers at Harvey Park
Rec Center
Did you know that the
Harvey Park Rec Center is
now a SilverSneakers site?
SilverSneakers is an exercise
program for older adults and
seniors that is provided free to
members of select healthcare
companies. Membership in
SilverSneakers entitles people
to drop in for exercise classes
and other activities including
using weight rooms and
aquatic facilities at the Harvey
Park Rec Center. Director
April DeLeon suggests these
classes for people to try:
Power Stretch (Tues & Thurs,
9:30-10:30 a.m.), Essentrics
(Fri, 9:30-10:30), Group
Training (Thurs, 6:00-7:00
p.m.)
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Getting to Know Your Neighbors: Jan Marie Belle
by Katura Alwyn
to be my new neighbors, Regina and Tony. People
here ‘let each other in’-- the blessings of Kindness
and Generosity are what I like best about living here.”
People are important to Jan, so much so that she
much prefers to talk about her work helping others
than about herself. She started professional life as an
English teacher at Lincoln High School, was a former
president of the Service Employees International
Union Local 105 of the AFL-CIO, and served on the
Denver Planning Board for ten years. Jan, however,
wanted to directly impact the people she cares about
in her home community of Southwest Denver.
Jan Bell with SWIC Volunteer Alice Casias

Jan Marie Belle has impacted the lives of so many
people in Southwest Denver that it’s easy to consider
her as the central character in a movie sequel to
It’s a Wonderful Life. As the driving force behind
the SouthWest Improvement Council (SWIC),
she’s directly and indirectly helped untold numbers
of people. Through SWIC, Jan has dedicated
herself to assisting a wide variety of her neighbors
in a multitude of ways. Who are those whose lives
are better due to the efforts of this industrious,
determined woman? You can easily identify them:
preschoolers; school-age children, working families,
the indigent, marginalized populations, and also,
seniors.
A native Southwest Denverite, Jan resided in several
nearby neighborhoods before moving to Harvey Park,
along with her four-footed companion, Rex-ie, the
greyhound. She was attracted to the neighborhood
by the feel of Harvey Park, her home’s ranch-style
architecture, and by neighborhood people. “I love
my neighbors in Harvey Park/Bear Valley!” says Jan,
“The week I moved in (Dec 2015), it snowed a lot.
When I heard shovels scraping outside, I opened my
door to see people shoveling my snow. It turned out

When she left her job with the Union in 1987, Jan,
along with other community activists, started SWIC
using primarily her own money. In 1992, SWIC
moved to its current location, 1000 S. Lowell Blvd.
Jan’s determination to assist others is reflected
by the breadth of services offered by SWIC; while
most organizations take on a specific task or a
portion of the population, SWIC is very diverse in
terms of both clients and programs. A sampling of
SWIC offerings include a Food Bank; Senior Lunch;
After-School Snacks for Youth; Yoga & Zumba for
Women and Children; Children’s Cooking Class; Free
Foreclosure-Prevention Help; Fair Housing Rights
Assistance; Native American Outreach Programs;
Computer Skills Training; Job-Hunting Assistance;
and more! She, along with her dedicated board and
volunteers, do many wonderful things; they invite
you to join them for programs and services, or as a
volunteer.
To learn more about SWIC services offered, or if you
find yourself inspired to help continue and expand the
work done by Jan and SWIC, you can find additional
information at their website at www.swic-denver.org
or call them at 303 934-2181.
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Your Voice at the State Capitol

Re-elect Susan in 2016!
Paid for by People For Susan Lontine
Gordon Blankenship, Treasurer
P.O. Box 19638, Denver, CO 80219
susanlontineforhd1.com
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Rocky Mountain Prep at Kepner Middle School
by Greg Rawson, RMP

Rocky Mountain
Prep (RMP) is
an innovative,
public elementary
charter school
serving students
from prekindergarten
through 5th
grade, with
one campus,
RMP Southwest, located at Kepner Middle School. RMP
Southwest is currently educating PreK-2nd graders, and will
grow to PreK-5th grade over the next three years.
At RMP, an emphasis on a culture of Rigor & Love for
our scholars, families, and staff is the foundation of our
community. That culture has helped support our recent
performance as one of the highest performing charter
elementary school networks in Denver. Our successful
approach is based on observing over 60 outstanding schools
across the country, and is built around Eight Essentials-three of which are our culture of rigor & love, more time to
learn, and family engagement.
Culture of Rigor & Love
At RMP, we know that a strong, values-driven culture forms
the foundation for great schools and students living at their
personal peak. Visitors to Rocky Mountain Prep are struck by
our positive, palpable school culture. We know every scholar
by name and greet each other with smiles, handshakes,
hugs, or high-fives.

traditional settings. The RMP school year operates according
to a modified year-round calendar: we run for 11 months,
which includes 186 days. Our assessment cycles, which
last 6 to 8 weeks, always end with a week off from school.
We strive to keep our staff and scholars healthy, rested,
and ready to achieve excellence. We have shortened our
summer break from the traditional ten weeks to just over one
month in order to mitigate the devastating effects that that
the “summer slide” can have on our scholars’ progress.
Family Engagement
In 2016, 90% of families strongly agreed they would
recommend RMP to others. This reflects how deeply we are
committed to empowering families. They shape our school
culture and drive the educational change they want to see in
the community. We have RMP family members volunteering
in the classroom, sitting on our Board of Directors, and
passionately holding us accountable to our mission every
day. Our families are our most important partners.
For more information on Rocky Mountain Prep, please
see www.rockymountainprep.org. Or, please call our RMP
Southwest campus directly at 720-863-8920 x200 for more
information or to schedule a school visit. We are always
looking for more families and advocates to join the RMP
community!

Our PEAK values of Perseverance, Excellence, Adventure,
and Kindness define the culture that we cherish and cultivate
at RMP.
Perseverance - We work harder in the face of
challenges!
Excellence - We try our best on everything we do!
Adventure - We have the confidence to explore, try new
ideas, and take risks!
Kindness - We treat ourselves and others with love and
respect!
RMP proactively teaches and supports character
development, treating it as equally important as academics.
We believe social and emotional skills, like academic skills,
can be learned, so we provide explicit instruction and
practice to help scholars learn and grow in these vital areas.
We celebrate our diversity and do extensive exploration with
our staff into topics of identity, power, bias, race, and culture.
We seek to graduate fifth graders who have internalized our
PEAK values and are therefore well-positioned to achieve
success in future schooling and all aspects of their lives.
More Time to Learn
Our scholars receive approximately 20 percent more
instructional time each year than their peers in more
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Advertise with Us

Contact: John Robinson (Advertising Coordinator)
720-203-9783 or HPIA.advertising@harveypark.org
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Classified Ads
Advertise Locally in the Harvey Park News

Reach 6,800 Homes Quarterly

Contact John Robinson (Advertising Coordinator) at

720-203-9783
or HPIA.advertising@harveypark.org

Bob's Home Repair & Remodeling - Kitchen & Bath
Specialist. Also Floors, Doors, Electrical, Plumbing, Tile,
Counters, Drywall, and more. Free Estimates. Call Bob 303922-7581
Scrap Metal Charlie - Metal and Appliances - Free pickup.
Leave Name & Phone number. 303-742-0435
MyComputerDr - Computers - Hardware & software repair. I
can do it all! Reasonable. Keith Warnecke 303-937-3987
www.MyComputerDr.net
Painter Philosopher - Your HP neighbor, Mike Moore, has
been doing interior and exterior painting for 34 years. For your
free estimate give me a call. 303-882-3623
HOUSE CLEANING - Live in Neighborhood, dependable,
hardworking, honest, reasonable price. Please Call Toni 720322-3785
Hire A Hubby Handyman for all thoses HONEYDOS that don't
get done. Painting, Remodeling, Electrical, Plumbing, Drywall,
Fix it, Jobs Large and Small. Free Estimates. Call Warren
Woods - 303-922-6594
Jim · DA · Plumber – Licensed 40 years - Plumbing Big or
Small, Free Estimates call 303-922-2832 or Cell 720-3232451

Belmar Electric Service - Service upgrades, Basement
Finishes, Additions, New Circuits, Hot Tubs, A/C,
Troubleshooting & Repair. Free Estimates. Professional work
@ Reasonable rates. Licensed & Insured. 303-507-6555 Tom
Julia V Bourlakov - Financial Advisor
5353 W Dartmouth Ave, Suite 308, Denver, CO 80227 303986-1478
ALL MATTRESS SETS! 1/2 PRICE! Brand New in Factory
Plastic w/Warranty. Furniture rep has weekly overstocks.
Pillowtop Queen sets start at $175. Pillow top Kings from $300.
Twins and Fulls from $125. Can Deliver. 29 yr Harvey Park
resident. 303 742-4860
Brentwook United Methodist Church - Come to the Holiday
Fair on Nov. 4 and 5 from 9 to 3. Featuring Attic Treasures,
Christmas décor and gifts, bake sale plus a delicious
lunch. Special this year…many Avon items and collectibles.
Brentwood United Methodist Church, 1899 So Irving,
Denver. Parking in rear
Xochitl 'Sochi' Gaytan - Broker Associate w/ Brokers Guild
Class Ltd, (720) 838-3573, xochitlaztec@gmail.com Hablo
español. ¡Guiándole hacia el sueño de ser dueño! Guiding you
towards your home ownership dreams!
Aqua Star Swim Lessons - Warm Water, Indoor
303-568-9192 | aquastarswimlessons.com
AVON
Harvey Park Area & Beyond
Call Ed or Maggie Herrera
(303) 936-4881 or go online
www.youravon.com/edmgherrera
FALL CLEAN UP - Roof, gutter, down spout, lawn.
Reasonable, Call Cliff 720-440-958

Interested in the Value of Your
Harvey Park Home?
The Neighborhood Expert ~ No One Knows Harvey Park Like I Do!

I Live It & Love It!

Call Me Today For Your Free Market Analysis!

Jodi Rogers ~ Realtor, SRES
720.933.6676 ◆ JRogers@NostalgicHomes.com

N OSTALGIC H OMES
YOUR REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE SINCE 1985
www.NostalgicHomes.com
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