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Who is the
HPIA?
The Harvey Park Improvement
Association (HPIA) is a community
of people who love their neighborhood
and are committed to improving
Harvey Park.

Join the HPIA

What a great response we received
to the new remittance envelope in
our Fall issue! We’re pleased to
report we gained 37 new members,
24 renewals, and 65 past members
who renewed after skipping a year or
more. We are also very grateful to the
many generous residents who sent
in additional contributions towards
the HPIA Scholarship and Summer
Festival Fireworks Funds.
If you haven’t joined or renewed
your membership, we’d like to ask
for your help. Our goal is to double
our membership from 240 to 480
households this year. Our dues are
only $10 per year—less than $1 per
month that goes towards the activities
and events that make Harvey Park a
great place to live. We’ve observed
that even as HPIA Facebook
membership has grown to more
than 2,100 members, the number of
dues-paying members has decreased
significantly over the past ten years.
We need your help in turning that
trend around!
Please join HPIA as an owner, renter,
or just as a nearby neighbor. We
invite everyone to HPIA community
meetings at the Kunsmiller Creative
Arts Academy cafeteria, the first
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-8:00
p.m., followed by a social hour. Join
us as we celebrate our 60th year!
See you there!

www.facebook.com/groups/harveypark
Cover Photo:
Atom Stevens Photography
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President’s Message

Julia Bourlakov,
HPIA President

Park Improvement Association (HPIA)
was incorporated back on February 3,
1956. At that time, our neighborhood
was at a very early stage of development, low on trees and rich with dirt.
Many young families were just moving in, and the HPIA worked with the
City to ensure we had proper schools,
recreation centers, and parks. Now the
organization’s mission has changed.
HPIA focuses on building our community; providing relevant communications and sponsoring fun events to
meet your Harvey Park neighbors.

Happy New Year, Harvey
Park residents! This is
a wonderful time of the
year and a great time
to be in Harvey Park,
whether you’re a longtime resident or have
just moved in. This year
we are celebrating 60
years since the Harvey

Throughout this year you’ve read some
“blasts from the past” in this newsletter,
on Facebook, and at the meetings.
Mark your calendar, as these events
are important to attend. This month, on
the first Wednesday, January 6, 2016,
we will welcome a special guest-Sharon Catlett, who wrote Farmlands,
Forts, and Country Life. It’s a great
book about the colorful and fascinating
history of Southwest Denver. Sharon

julia.bourlakov@gmail.com
720-231-7473

will share some stories from her book,
which is a great way to learn about our
neighborhood’s history.
Then, in February, two big, not-to-be
missed events occur. On Monday,
February 1, at 5:30 pm, Kevin Flynn,
our councilman, will honor our Harvey
Park Improvement Association with an
official proclamation at the Denver City
Council meeting. All are welcome and
are highly encouraged to attend this
historic moment. Then, on Wednesday,
February 3, at 7 pm, we will have a
celebration at HPIA’s community meeting in the KCAA cafeteria. We’ll cut a
cake and propose a toast in honor of
the great success of this organization
over the past 60 years. We’d love to
welcome original owners and former
HPIA board members. I look forward to
seeing you there!

Comic Relief
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The Thin Blue Line: Turn on the Lights!
by Lt Jeff Martinez, Denver Police District 4
During the early part
of winter, many of our
neighbors turn on the
holiday lights. I enjoy
seeing the light displays
as much as anyone else,
but I also enjoy seeing
porch and outdoor lights
on anytime the sun goes
down. As a police officer,
I realize that darkness
provides a distinct
advantage for criminals
to do their work. Light deters crime in more ways than
most people can imagine, and of all the crime prevention
tips we provide, lighting is the one thing I believe we can
all do better to make our communities safer.
Yes, it costs a few cents every night to leave a light on,
but the returns are well worth the cost. A 60-watt bulb
only costs about a $1.75 a month and a 14-watt CFL
bulb costs $0.42 a month to keep on at night. But the
real surprising number comes from the National Crime
Prevention Council, which reports increased lighting can
reduce crime by 20%. Not only does the NCPC realize
this reduction, but I can also personally attest to the fact
that less crime takes place in well-lit areas.
Utilizing motion detectors is a great way to provide
lighting in dark areas while reducing the small monthly
cost of running a light through the night. These motion
lights scare off unwanted individuals lurking in unlit areas.
A light suddenly coming on exposes whatever it is that set
off the sensor and it can eliminate the criminal’s cloak of
darkness.
Another thing we can do to light up our neighborhoods
is to make sure that all streetlights are operating up and
down our streets. If you observe a light out or not working
properly, please contact 311 to report it to the City and
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County of Denver. You can also contact Xcel Energy
directly at http://www.xcelenergy.com/Outages/Report_
Outage or 1-800-895-4999 if you don’t have internet
access.
Another effective use of lighting is to connect lamps to
automatic timers inside your home if you usually come
home after it gets dark or if you are away on vacation.
Criminals make our lives more complicated with their
unlawful ways, so we should do all we can to make their
bad deeds more difficult.
With our extended hours of darkness during the winter
months, we need to put the blanket of light back on our
side. Together we can make Harvey Park much less
inviting to criminal activity after the sun goes down if
we simply turn on the lights. Imagine every house on
the block leaving their porch light on and enhancing the
lighting in their neighborhood. Our communities would be
much brighter and safer.
I would like to take a moment to thank each of you for the
positive things you do that make Harvey Park a better
place. I’m thankful that I get to serve the southwest area
of Denver and it’s an honor serving you. Stay safe!
You may email Lt. Martinez with any questions or
concerns at jeffrey.martinez@denvergov.org.

Reader’s
Choice Poll
What is your favorite Mexican Restaurant? Please
submit your vote with optional comments to harveypark.
articles@gmail.com by March 15, 2016. Only one vote
per email address, please. Poll results to be announced in
the Spring Issue of the Harvey Park News.

SW Denver Update
Kevin Flynn, Denver District 2 Councilman

City Council will mark
HPIA’s 60th Anniversary
Feb. 1 will be a special day for Harvey
Park at the Denver City Council. I am
sponsoring a proclamation recognizing
the 60th anniversary of the Harvey Park
Improvement Association, one of the
oldest, largest and most active grassroots
neighborhood organizations in the city.
Maintaining a volunteer group over six
decades is no small feat, as it depends
on having successive generations of
residents willing to devote their time and
energy, both of which can be in short
supply. It is a credit to the vitality of
the Harvey Park community that it has
produced so many leaders to step up and
continue to energize the organization.
Harvey Park has a fascinating history as
part of Denver’s post-World War II growth,
and we will be highlighting it. You are
invited to attend the Monday, Feb. 1, City
Council meeting, starting at 5:30 p.m., to
hear the proclamation. Members of the
board will be there to receive it on your
behalf.
Increased public safety was my numberone issue in the election. At the top of the
list is hiring more police officers in order

to get back to the level we had before
the 2008 recession, if not more. I have
made some progress on this. I sponsored
an amendment to the mayor’s budget to
hire up to 56 additional officers in 2016.
The mayor opposed hiring them outright
without first having a working group to
make a data-driven determination as
to what the authorized strength of the
department should be.

The agreement with Adams County
to share revenue from additional
commercial development at Denver
International Airport passed easily
in the district, 73%-37%; the lodging
and rental car tax question to improve
the National Western Center and
Colorado Convention Center passed
by a slightly smaller margin, 59%41%.

So the compromise was that $1.5 million
has been earmarked in the 2016 budget
to hire additional officers pending the
outcome of the study. I have been
appointed to the working group and will
use data to show that Denver needs to set
a higher level of police hiring. The crime
rate is up in 2015, the city has grown and
we have almost the same size police
force we had 30 years ago.

The referendum that would have
raised the city sales tax to fund
a program of college tuition and
assistance subsidies, failed citywide
by about 4 percentage points, and it
failed by a larger margin in Council
District 2, 64%-36%.

The November election is behind us but,
as a former newspaper reporter, I always
like to dig into the results. I thought you
might find it interesting to see how Council
District 2 voted, because it provides a
point of comparison between southwest
Denver and the rest of the city. The results
show that we tracked with the citywide
results in every outcome except the atlarge director’s seat on the Denver School
Board. In that race, while incumbent
Happy Haynes won citywide, her
challenger Robert Speth carried Council
District 2, 56 percent to 44 percent.
The statewide marijuana sales tax
retention question, which won handily
statewide, passed in the district, 66%34%. Denver’s local marijuana sales tax
retention issue also won in the district,
73%-27%.

In all of the city ballot questions, the
council district results matched the
recommendations of both me and my
predecessor, Jeanne Faatz.
Early in the new year, the council
will take up the question of shortterm housing rentals in residential
neighborhoods. The question is
whether to allow rentals less than 30
days, down to single-night rentals,
in private homes. I am interested in
hearing your thoughts on this. Feel
free to write to me at kevin.flynn@
denvergov.org.
Kevin Flynn
Councilman District 2
kevin.flynn@denvergov.org
Phone: (720) 337-2222
3100 S. Sheridan Blvd.
Bear Valley Shopping Center
Denver, CO 80227
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Is There Room in Your
Heart and Home for
a Child in Need?
Will you stand up for a child? Foster care is the act
of taking in and providing safe and loving care for
a child who is unable to stay safely in their family
home. When children in our
community are in danger,
foster families stand up and
offer a place of safety until
parents are ready to care for
their children again.
Currently, Denver Human Services has more than
700 children living in out-of-home placement and we
need people who are interested in providing care for
children while they are unable to live at home due to
reasons of abuse and/or neglect.
Denver Human Services holds informational meetings
for those who are interested in learning more about
becoming a foster or adoptive parent:

•

•

The second Wednesday of each month from
6-8 p.m. at Denver Human Services at 1200
Federal Boulevard, Denver, CO, 80204 in
Room 1018.
The fourth Wednesday of each month from
6-8 p.m. at the Montbello Recreation Center
at 15555 E. 53rd Avenue, Denver, CO,
80239.

For more information, email StandUpForMe@
DenverGov.org or call the Foster Care and Adoption
Information Line at 720-944-4000.

Photo by Angelina Wilcut
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Bear Valley International School to
Open at Henry Campus
BVIS is a district-run middle school
option designed by the Southwest
Denver community for the Southwest
Denver community. Offering a wide
continuum of interventions and
opportunities for acceleration, BVIS will
provide personalized learning, one-toone technology and Spanish-language
acquisition for all students. As an
International Baccalaureate Middle Years
Programme (MYP), BVIS students will
have the opportunity to gain international
perspectives through community service
and hands-on learning experiences.

In the spring of 2015, the Denver Public Schools Board
of Education voted to close down Henry World Middle
School, a school that has been underperforming for
several years. As a result, Principal Lindsay Meier was
hired to lead the community in designing a district-run
program that would replace Henry.
Bear Valley International School (BVIS) will open in the
fall of 2016 with its first 6th grade class. The school is
located at the Henry Middle School campus, which it will
share with Denver School of Science and Technology
(DSST).

Principal Lindsay Meier, a former Assistant
Principal at Castro Elementary and Skinner
Middle School, is bilingual. Her ability to
speak and write Spanish connects her with students,
families, and communities. Her positive, energetic
personality creates a culture conducive to a fun and
positive school environment for students and staff.
Lindsay is excited to connect with the diverse community
in Southwest Denver and to provide a high-quality
school.
Per the newly negotiated Southwest Enrollment Zone,
transportation pick-up and drop-off will run the Federal
and Sheridan corridors for easy access from all areas
of Southwest Denver. Before school and after school
programming will be available to
students to make the transition to
middle school easier for parents.
There are 150 open seats for the
founding 6th grade class, and
the school is excited to meet
future BVIS Scholars! Bear Valley
International School will be hosting a
parent information night on Tuesday,
January 5 at 6:30 p.m., hosted in
the Henry World Middle School
library (3005 S. Golden Way). Light
refreshments will be provided.
For more information on Bear Valley
International School, follow us on
Facebook at

facebook.com/bearvalleyinternational,

contact Principal Lindsay Meier at
Lindsay_Meier@dpsk12.org, or
call 720-423-9600.
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Bear Valley Branch Library:
Books and a Whole Lot More!
Libraries have changed a lot recently. Yes, we still have
books and lots of them! But we also have a lot more to
offer.
Do you have a tablet or e-reader? We have e-books
and e-magazines that you can borrow from the library.
You can go to www.denverlibrary.org/downloads to learn
more about downloading e-books. Or you can call the
library at 720-865-0975 to set up a One-on-One Tech
Appointment and work with a librarian who can show you
how to use our e-book collection.
Maybe you’re a student or somebody who wants
to learn something new? The library can help you do
research for your papers and projects. Stop by and a
librarian would be happy to help you find the information
you need. You can also go to www.denverlibrary.org/
research and do some searching online. Another great
service for students is Ask Us. Ask Us gives you online
access to librarian assistance 24/7. If the library is
closed and you need some research help just go online
to www.denverlibrary.org/ask and a librarian will do an
online chat with you to help you find what you need.
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Are you looking for a movie to watch? Instead of
paying at Redbox, come to the library to borrow a DVD.
We have feature films, TV shows and documentaries.
Do you spend time commuting in your car? If you’re like
a lot of people, you might have a long commute or you
might spend your day in the car. A great way to enjoy
your drive is to borrow a book on CD. You can listen to a
book just for fun or to learn something new.
Would you like to check out a magazine to have some
fun reading for the weekend? We have plenty to choose
from. You can check them out or download them to your
computer or tablet.
Everything at the library is free (as long as you return
your things on time). There’s a lot to find at the Bear
Valley Branch Library. Stop by and we can show you all
of the good things we have for you.
Bear Valley Branch Library, 5171 W. Dartmouth Ave.,
(720) 865-0975. Mon., Wed., Fri. 10a-6p; Tue. & Thurs.
10a-8p; Sat. 9a-5p. Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/BearValleyBranchLibrary.

The Denver Tool Library
by JJ Niemann, HPIA Sustainability Committee
If you are like me, you
find joy in fixing up your
home. Whether it’s a small
project like changing out
a light switch, or a large
project like landscaping
the yard, if I have the right
tools, then I feel like I can
create anything. My need
for tools led me to a great
new place called the Denver
Tool Library. It’s like other
libraries in our city, but this
one has tools in place of
books. And in place of the librarian, the Denver Tool
Library has Sarah Steiner and other volunteers greeting
you with the phrase, “So, which project can we help you
do today?”
The idea of a tool library stems from the observation that
most tools spend the vast majority of their life just sitting
on a shelf. When I purchase a tool, what I’m really doing
is buying access to that tool. Whether the tool is in my
garage, my neighbor’s garage, or in a store, I mostly want
to be able to use the tool when I need it. This is where the
tool library comes in. A tool library is a collection of tools
that can be accessed when needed.
In April 2015, Sarah brought this concept of a tool library
to Denver. The Denver Tool Library (DTL) exists at 555
Santa Fe Dr. as part of the All Pro Lawn Care building.
The owner of All Pro Lawn Care, Archie Kettler, opened

his shop up
to house
the library
and has
been a huge
supporter,
frequent
contact,
and great
resource
for donated
tools. The
1000 square-foot area houses hand tools, power tools,
specialty tools, and an in-house bike fix-it shop. Members
of the library have access to over 2,000 tools for less than
$7.00 per month ($80 annual membership fee).
According to Sarah, most members are interested in
the sustainability aspect of the library. “People want
to use the tools for fixing up, but they don’t want to
store them.” At the Denver Tool Library (DTL), tools are
lovingly stored, used, and maintained. The most popular
workhorse tools are the table saws, chop saws, and tile
saws.
Come join the garage at 555 Santa Fe Drive. Doors are
open Tuesday and Thursday (3-7 p.m.) and Saturday and
Sunday (10 a.m.-2 p.m.). Interested in donating tools?
They must be in good working order; many donations
come from individuals and from estate sales. The
website, http://denvertoollibrary.org/, gives an inventory
of tools and information on becoming a member.

Annual Halloween House Decorating Contest Winners
Halloween is a fun holiday. It’s a good time to walk around
the neighborhood with kids and to open our doors to
costumed strangers. This is the fourth year the HPIA
sponsored the Harvey Park Halloween House Decorating
Contest; it continues to be lots of fun. It’s great to see so
many of our neighbors going all out and creating some
seriously spooky experiences.
This year’s first-place winners of a $100 award were
Daniel and Tammy Gonzales, 2185 S. Yates St. Our
youngest judge, Oliver, went beyond the 10-point scale
and gave them an 11, which broke a tie.
The second-place award of $50 went to Shay Lucero at
3206 S. Osceola St. for the scariest soundtrack and the
singing zombie girl on the swing. Very creepy!

The third-place award of $25 went to Alan Lokatys and
Deanna Shula of 2065 S. Meade St. for the craftiest and
most creative decorations. They displayed a handmade
Halloween train and freshly-dug graves.
Meg Barry of 1947 S. Yates St. didn’t make it into the top
three, but deserves an honorable mention. Her home
would’ve won the “Most Elegant and Beautiful House”
award. Even her wisely-positioned skeleton was sitting on
the couch by the window, as if inquiring, “How can I scare
you today, ma’am?”
We thank Harvey Park Realtor Jeff Galligan for the prize
awards, and his continuing support of this contest, the
HPIA newsletter, and other neighborhood events!
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HPIA Scholarship:
Applications Due by April 1
The Harvey Park Improvement Association
(HPIA) is pleased to announce that we are
offering scholarships for the 2015-2016
academic year. Scholarships will be awarded to
graduating high school seniors who live within the
boundaries of Harvey Park, meet the minimum
requirements, and are planning to further their
education by entering vocational or trade school,
community college, or four-year college or
university in 2016. Please visit www.harveypark.
org/scholarships for the scholarship application
and requirements.
Matching Grant. Last year, the HPIA awarded
$2500 in scholarships. This year, we hope
to increase the amount awarded due to an
anonymous $1,000 matching grant from the
parents of a previous scholarship recipient. So
far, we have $565 donated towards the matching
grant. Please consider using the enclosed
remittance envelope to help us reach our goal.
Any amount will be appreciated.
We thank Harvey Park residents for
your generous support by renewing your
memberships, using your Harvey Park King
Soopers reloadable grocery cards, and donating
to the scholarship fund.
Applicant Requirements:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

A cumulative overall GPA of 3.0 or higher.
Involvement in extracurricular activities promoting
academic excellence, arts and humanities and
personal enrichment.
Evidence of community service and/or outside
employment.
A clear sense of academic and/or professional
goals as reflected in an essay and personal
interview with members of the HPIA Scholarship
Selection Committee. Interviews are required and
will be held on Saturday, April 23, 2016 between
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Applicants must reside within the Harvey Park
neighborhood. The boundaries for Harvey Park
are Jewell to the north, Hampden to the south,
Sheridan to the west and Lowell to the east.

carloscm33@centurylink.
net and Aaron Manhart
at aaronmanhart@gmail.
com.
Scholarship Application
Checklist:
•

Submit complete
HPIA scholarship
application

•

Submit transcripts
from all schools
attended (including
college courses)

•

Submit signed copy
of Educational
Amendment of 1974, Family Education and
Privacy Act Release Form

HPIA Scholarship Award Ceremony.
Scholarships will be awarded at the HPIA monthly
meeting on May 4, 2016 at Kunsmiller Creative
Arts Academy at 7:00 p.m.
If you have any questions, please contact Carlos
Montoya at 303-600-8254 or
carloscm33@centurylink.net or Aaron Manhart
at 720-288-8562 or aaronmanhart@gmail.com.

Application Deadline: Applications must be
received by April 1, 2016. Please mail or deliver
to: HPIA 2016 Scholarship, 2515 S. Lowell Blvd,
Denver, CO 80219 or email Carlos Montoya at
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Doris Hackworth: A Harvey Park Original
by Teri Grange
As we celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the Harvey
Park Improvement Association (HPIA), we would be
remiss not to celebrate and honor some of our long-time
homeowners and community members. Doris Hackworth
has lived in Harvey Park for over 50 years, and served
the community well alongside her late husband, Ted.
Doris and Ted married in 1947 and soon after moved
into the Harvey Park neighborhood. They had three kids
who attended area schools, including Gust, Kunsmiller,
Lincoln, and Kennedy. Doris worked as a secretary both
in and out of the home for many years. Ted served on the
Denver School Board and was the District 2 City Council
representative for 24 years.
Doris was the Secretary of the HPIA for 23 years back
when it was a paid position. Her duties included taking
minutes at meetings, putting together the newsletter,
running the elections, selling advertisements, writing
letters to elected officials and much more. Doris also
played a main role in getting the first Services Directory
– like a neighborhood Yellow Pages – published in 1988.
A few of the businesses from that original Services
Directory are still around.
Keeping meticulous records of HPIA activities was
a point of pride for Doris, and her archives included
artifacts like brochures and details from meetings. After
her tenure as Secretary, the records were moved to the
garage of another Harvey Park resident who had some
space. Years later, Doris was disappointed to find out that
the records had been thrown out.
Both Doris and
Ted were raised in
Denver, so settling
here seemed right
for their family.
Doris says they
remained in Harvey
Park because she
likes her house
and she likes the
neighborhood. It’s
a place where all
the kids from their
block could come
over and play. In
fact, Doris says, the
large backyard was
the main thing that
made them move
here! Now, instead
12. Harvey Park News. January-March 2016

of neighbor kids coming over, Doris says she can call her
neighbors anytime and they will be over “in a minute and
a half."
These days, she spends her time playing Bingo, Pinochle
and other card games. She still plays cards regularly with
some of the ladies she met when they were all young
mothers of “Campfire Girls."
Doris has seen a lot of changes during her time in the
neighborhood. When asked about them, she says she
likes the fresh perspectives. “People who have lived here
since the houses were new have gotten old. And now the
neighborhood is changing because they are passing or
moving to other facilities and younger people are moving
in. So, like the Improvement Association, the old people
are all gone, now it’s the younger generation, and that’s
good.”
Doris is a great example of service to the community.
It has been said that much good can be created when
you “bloom where you’re planted,” and that is just what
she did. Doris is a beautiful blossom in the Harvey Park
bouquet.

Harvey Park Improvement Association
Celebrates 60 Years!
Please join us to commemorate and celebrate
the 60th anniversary of the founding of the
Harvey Park Improvement Association.
Wednesday, January 6, 7:00 p.m. We are
pleased to announce that Sharon Catlett,
author of Farmlands, Forts and Country
Life: The Story of Southwest Denver,
will be the featured speaker at the HPIA
meeting at Kunsmiller Creative Arts Academy.
According to Sharon, “The story of Southwest
Denver is the story of the West.” It may be
hard to imagine this now, but Harvey Park
was ranchland up until the early part of the
20th Century! Sharon will also tell us more
about Harvey Park's connection to Paul
Whiteman, the king of jazz. Sharon is a
former long-time resident of Harvey Park,
where she and her husband raised their three
children. Don’t miss what will surely be a fun
and enlightening presentation!

John Robinson at 720-203-9783.
Harvey Park History Project. We are seeking historical information
and photos about Harvey Park. If you have any of the following that
you can share, please email harveypark.history@gmail.com or
call 303-921-5788.

•
•
•
•
•

Original advertisements and brochures featuring then-new
Harvey Park homes for sale
Any Parade of Homes brochures, but especially 1954-56
brochures
News articles about our neighborhood published through
the years -- the older the better!
Vintage family photos showcasing Harvey Park homes
and their early environment
Interesting historical tidbits regarding your home or
nearby street

Monday, February 1, 5:30 p.m. Councilman
Kevin Flynn will sponsor a proclamation
recognizing the 60th Anniversary of the
Harvey Park Improvement Association at
the Denver City Council meeting. To hear the
proclamation read, come to the meeting at
the City and County Building, 1437 Bannock
St., Room 451.
Wednesday, February 3, 7:00 p.m. We
will commemorate the date, February
3, 1956, the founding of the Harvey
Park Improvement Association. We’ll
reminisce as we enjoy cake, refreshments
and entertainment at the HPIA meeting at
Kunsmiller Creative Arts Academy. We’ll
cut the cake and celebrate the longevity
and success of the HPIA. We’d love to
see original owners and past HPIA board
members there!
Saturday, April 23. Mark your calendar for
a special event to honor the pioneers
and long-time residents of Harvey Park.
Details will follow in our next Harvey Park
News issue. We are seeking names and
contact information for long-time residents
so we can invite them to this event. If you
are a long-time resident or know someone
who is, please email contact information to
harveypark.history@gmail.com or call
Harvey Park News. January-March 2016. 13
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Fancyz Boutique: Fun Fashion at Bear Valley
by Cathy Heikkinen
been a popular addition
to the neighborhood
ever since. Maybe that is
owed in part to Brenda’s
philosophy. “I was a
single mom and I want
someplace where people
can find unique things and
be able to afford them,”
says Brenda. ”I want my
customers to leave my
store happy and wanting to
come back.”

If you love fashion, then you should check out Fancyz
Boutique, located on the east end of the Bear Valley
Shopping Center. Fancyz specializes in trendy and
affordable women’s clothing and plus sizes, boots, shoes,
purses, fun jewelry, and accessories. There is even a line
of little girls' clothing, hair bows, and necklaces.
Owner Brenda Vigil grew up in Bear Valley and
graduated from Lincoln High School. Currently she lives
in Harvey Park with her dad, a World War II Navy veteran
and Purple Heart recipient. She has two daughters and
three grandchildren (all boys) who are frequently at her
house. Brenda worked for the Denver District Court for
32 years, retiring from the Jury Commissioner’s Office.
Throughout that time, Brenda had a passion for jewelry
and design -- an interest she inherited from her dad,
who owned a jewelry store and was a watchmaker and
jewelry designer. While working, Brenda made and sold
jewelry to boutiques in Cherry Creek and other places.
Even today, most of the jewelry for sale in Fancyz is
handmade by Brenda.
After she retired, Brenda’s daughters -- who share their
mom’s passion for fashion -- encouraged her to open
Fancyz Boutique. It’s really a family affair because
Brenda’s daughters help with the buying for the store and
fill in for Brenda so she can have an occasional day off.
Fancyz Boutique opened on November 26, 2014 and it’s

Brenda has a true
passion for helping others
and giving back to the
community. In October,
Fancyz Boutique, along
with Merle Norman
Cosmetics, sponsored
the first annual “Witches
Night Out” to raise money
for needy local families for
Christmas. The event was
so much fun for everyone
and raised $500, which
was generously matched by Bill’s Mechanical Services
for a total of $1,000.
Everything in Fancyz Boutique is hand-selected from
buying trips to fashion shows in Dallas, New York,
California, and Las Vegas. In May or June, Fancyz will
host their second annual Fashion Show. Maya Bouttier
of Merle Norman will do the makeup for the models.
According to Brenda, the big fashion trends right now are
fringe clothing and purses, layering, ponchos and boots.
Fancyz carries Corral boots. Also, if you see something
you like, a layaway plan is available.
Fancyz also hosts “sip and chat” parties. You can
sponsor a benefit or a party at the store either in the
evening or Sundays with Brenda serving tea and coffee
and light snacks. A percentage of all sales goes to the
event sponsor.
Brenda is truly grateful for all the support Fancyz has
received from the Harvey Park neighborhood.
Fancyz Boutique, 3100 S. Sheridan Blvd., Store hours:
Monday-Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Phone 303-937-3629, email Fancyz.llc@gmail.com,
Facebook.com/fancyzboutique.
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HPIA Sustainability Committee News
by Jennifer Hale
As world leaders met in Paris to discuss options for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, your Harvey
Park Sustainability Team has been busy developing
awareness programs and ways for Harvey Park residents
to make a difference locally.
This fall, we held our first community class, called
“Winterize Your Home,” which was held at Bear Valley
Library. A big thank you to Dave Kimball from Ace
Hardware of Jewell Square and Susan Renaud from
Denver Energy Challenge for sharing easy, low-cost
options for residents to put money back in their pockets
and stay comfortable this winter. Each attendee received
a free LED light bulb with an estimated savings of $140,
when it's used to replace one standard incandescent light
bulb.
Want to learn more? We will be hosting future community
classes in the coming months. Those courses may
include information on recycling, composting, green
cleaning products for your home, and spring garden
preparation. To find out more about these classes, you
can either join the Harvey Park Neighborhood Facebook
page to see advertisements on future events, or email
harveypark.sustainability@gmail.com to be added to the
email distribution list.
SAVE THE DATE! The Harvey Park Sustainability Team
is excited to announce the date for our second annual
Live Green Festival. The festival will be held on May 21,
2016 at Kunsmiller Creative Arts Academy. Mark your
calendar and come join us in supporting the awareness
of sustainability in our community, and promoting
community and ecosystem well-being for both the
present and future generations.
As we move forward with these efforts in the new year,
the HPIA Sustainability Committee will continue to ask
residents for input on future events or classes you
would like to see take place. Although we have set our
focus on recycling, composting, water conservation,
and sustainable landscapes, the team would like to
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encourage Harvey Park residents to do everything you
can, and to share your efforts with your neighbors and
help us build a community movement.
If you are passionate about sustainable living and would
like to join this committee, or have ideas or questions
you would like to share, please contact the Harvey Park
Sustainability Team at
harveypark.sustainability@gmail.com.
We look forward to meeting you at the next event, and at
the Live Green Festival in May!

Trinity Lutheran Early Childhood Learning Center
by Kat Alwyn
playground. They hope to replace all of the
original playground equipment in early 2016
with a ribbon cutting ceremony in the spring.
Miss Gwen Marshall has been the director and
preschool teacher since the doors opened.
She has several “grand-students” – children
of her former students. Several former Trinity
students have also come back to work in the
classrooms as volunteers or teachers. There
are a lot of family connections at Trinity in both
the student body and the staff.

Trinity Lutheran Early Childhood Learning Center
has been serving young children and their families in
southwest Denver since 1993. Trinity offers preschool
and pre-kindergarten with childcare. They work
with the Denver Preschool Program, which offers
scholarship funds to Denver residents in the year before
kindergarten. Trinity is also home to the Redeemer K
Hope Online Learning Center, offering FREE full-day
kindergarten.

In February, Trinity will begin enrolling for the
summer of 2016 and the 2016-27 school year.
Basic information about the program can be
found on the church website,
www.gotoTrinity.com.
To find out more about Trinity, you are encouraged
to stop by for a visit. They are open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Trinity is located at 4225 West
Yale Avenue.

Trinity will celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week
January 24-30. Trinity is one of over 2300 schools in the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. They are planning
special activities for the students and their families,
including the popular traditions of “crazy dress-up day,"
“pajama day,” and the family breakfast.
With an average enrollment of 50, staff, students and
families get to know each other well. There are monthly
social events to bring the school community together.
Besides Lutheran Schools week, Trinity has holiday
parties, potluck dinners, a talent show, and field day. The
big project at Trinity this school year is upgrading the
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HPIA Board Member Profile: Jaime Estrada
and Xochitl Gaytan
Collaborative School Committee at Sabin World School,
HPIA Board member, looking to get involved in the HPIA
scholarship and by-laws committees.
Xochitl's community service: former member of the
Collaborative School Committee at Doull Elementary
School, HPIA Secretary of the Board, participated in the
HPIA 2015 Summer Festival Planning committee.
When you are not volunteering, what do you do?
Jaime: I do engineer work, and have for approximately 15
years, in Research & Development for a large, medicalequipment manufacturing firm.

When and Why did you choose to move to Harvey
Park neighborhood?
We grew up in Denver, both of us from Mexican
immigrant families, and as children we lived in different
neighborhoods throughout the city. The Harvey Park
neighborhood was always one that we aspired to live
in and knew it would be a nice place to raise a family.
We had an aunt and friends who already lived in the
neighborhood when we were looking to move from our
first home, a two-bedroom house, into a more spacious
home back in 2002. As we looked at several homes in
Harvey Pa, we fell in love with the well-built, brick homes.
The location of the neighborhood was appealing, with an
urban and diverse feel and ideally located between the
city (downtown) and the foothills. We bought our house
in October of 2002 and are now raising our two sons in
Harvey Park.
What prompted you to get engaged with the board?
As we began to pay attention to the increasing number
of neighbors attending the Harvey Park Improvement
Association (HPIA) community meetings and the increase
in participation in the newsletter, we became more
interested in getting involved. We wanted to be a part of
something great. Something that was going to make our
community great. We are a Latino family and we also
wanted to bring in that perspective. We knew that being
proactive and engaged would help in accomplishing all of
the cool things happening in the neighborhood.
How do you give back in the community?
Jaime's community service: Current member of the

Xochitl: I have years of work experience in Project
Management in construction, finance, and the real estate
fields. I first got my real estate license in 2000. I am
bilingual and I assist buyers and sellers with the sale or
purchase of a home. I also work as a business consultant
with Spanish-speaking, Latina-owned small business
owners. For a creative outlet, I am an actor and I recently
performed in the Su Teatro Cultural and Performing Arts
Center production of Real Women Have Curves.
What do you do for fun?
Who has time for fun when we are so busy raising our
18-year-old and 8-year-old? Ha! Just kidding! We do have
fun with our boys and we couldn't have asked for anything
more. We have two beautiful boys; one is a freshman in
college and the other is a flourishing 2nd grader. As a
family, we take advantage of having the Rocky Mountains
as our backyard and have enjoyed many "staycations."
What do you wish other Harvey Park residents knew?
Our neighborhood is a diverse community with an active
neighborhood association that all residents can tap
into as a resource. We need help from our neighbors
to continue the momentum we have going in order to
keep Harvey Park a great place to live. The Harvey Park
Improvement Association is about to turn 60 years old.
We invite our neighbors to come by and sign up for one
of several committees that neighbors can jump right into
and make a difference; such as Sustainability, Summer
Festival, Communications, and Newsletter, among others.
The HPIA is not a group that is set up to enforce zoning or
impose anything on neighbors as some people may think.
The HPIA is an association of people who come together
to foster community, provide information regarding
community resources, as well as to promote friendship
between neighbors. We're very glad to be a part of this,
as we know it will help make it a great community in
which to raise our two boys.
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Taking the Denver Energy Challenge
by Katrina Rueschhoff
I am currently participating in the Denver Energy
Challenge and am learning a lot about my house and
how to save money on my energy bills! My boyfriend
and I have lived in our house for just over a year
now. The house was pretty drafty last winter and our
heating bills were high. After noticing there wasn’t much
insulation in the attic we decided that was a great first
step in winterizing our house. Since Xcel offers up to
$550 in rebates for adding insulation, we contacted two
contractors for attic insulation estimates. Both estimates
came in at slightly under $1500.
The first estimate we received was over the phone –
house unseen – based off our square footage. The
second contractor did an on-site inspection of the attic
insulation. He also checked the amount of insulation
in the walls and found very little. He recommended
both attic and wall insulation, and he informed us that
additional rebates are available if we first have a Home
Energy Audit through the Denver Energy Challenge.. If
you are able to schedule it in, definitely have them come
out to your house!
I contacted the Denver Energy Challenge and was
connected with Reid, one of the Energy Advisors, to
learn more about the Home Energy Audit. Reid was
amazing! He offered to meet with me at my home, but
due to my work schedule, it was easiest to talk over the
phone on my lunch breaks. Overall, we talked three
times for a total of about two hours. Reid helped me set
my winterization goals and walked me through what the
process would entail. After my consultations with Reid, I
felt well-informed and excited to have the Home Energy
Audit.
There was a charge for the audit (about $120) and it
took around three hours. While the report listed many
ways to increase the energy efficiency of my house, in
order to maximize Xcel rebates, I have to complete the
top three suggestions, which are:

1.
2.
3.

Attic insulation - increase to R-49 (I am currently at
R-16). Potential rebate of 30% of cost up to $550.
Achieve a 25% reduction in the air leakage between
walls and the ceiling. Potential rebate of $160.
Replace 14 bulbs with CFLs or LEDs. Potential
rebate of $2 per bulb.

I also plan to insulate my walls to at least R-13, with a
potential rebate of the cost up to $800.
We are currently getting additional estimates which we will
review with Reid before going forward. We also have an
option to secure a low-interest loan as a Denver Energy
Challenge Participant to pay for these upgrades. I look
forward to a warmer house and lower heating bills this
winter!
Take action! Contact the Denver Energy Challenge at
www.denverenergy.org or 720-865-5520.
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Classified Ads
Bob's Home Repair & Remodeling - Kitchen & Bath
Specialist. Also Floors, Doors, Electrical, Plumbing, Tile,
Counters, Drywall, and more. Free Estimates.
Call Bob 303-922-7581
Facebook/Email Training - See what your family is up
to! Instruction for Facebook or email basics in your home
AT NO CHARGE for the first (one) hour, additional time
is available at $20/hr. Former Certified Senior Advisor
and Innovage volunteer, call your neighbor John and get
started, 720-203-9783
Herbalife - Jim Leyba - Trying to lose weight? Now
you can try Herbalife's 3 Day Trial Pack without having
to commit to the price of a full Program. 3 days worth of
products to see if you like them and if it's something that
would work for you. Includes a free Wellness Evaluation.
Give me a call and I will explain all that's included. Jim
Leyba 303-934-1643
Scrap Metal Charlie - Metal and Appliances - Free
pickup. Please leave Name and Phone number.
303-742-0435
Carpool Request - Looking for carpool buddy for
commute to Interlocken. Let's share fuel cost & driving
responsibilities. I work M,T,TH,F from about 8:15am to
5pm. I have flexibility with hours & days. If interested,
please text Katrina at 970-237-0761.
MyComputerDr - Computers - Hardware & software
repair. I can do it all! Reasonable.
Keith Warnecke 303-937-3987
www.MyComputerDr.net

Advertise Locally in the Harvey Park News

Reach 6,800 Homes Quarterly

Contact John Robinson (Advertising Coordinator) at

720-203-9783
or harveypark.advertising@gmail.com

Painter Philosopher - Your HP neighbor, Mike Moore,
has been doing interior and exterior painting for 33 years.
For your free estimate give me a call.
303-882-3623
Dennis Gibson Painting and Remodeling - Interior
and Exterior Painting Kitchen and Bathroom Remodels,
Drywall, Tile and Framing Work. No job too big or small.
303-332-6884
Hire A Hubby Handyman for all thoses HONEYDOS
that don't get done. Painting, Remodeling, Electrical,
Plumbing, Drywall, Fix it, Jobs Large and Small. Free
Estimates. Call Warren Woods - 303-922-6594
Jim · DA · Plumber – Licensed 40 years - remodeling
Big or Small Free Estimates call 303-922-2832,
Cell 720-323-2451
Belmar Electric Service - Service upgrades, Basement
Finishes, Additions, New Circuits, Hot Tubs, A/C,
Troubleshooting & Repair. Free Estimates. Professional
work @ Reasonable rates. Licensed & Insured.
303-507-6555 Tom
Julia V Bourlakov - Financial Advisor
5353 W Dartmouth Ave, Suite 308, Denver, CO 80227
303-986-1478 | www.edwardjones.com
ALL MATTRESS SETS! 1/2 PRICE! Brand New in
Factory Plastic w/Warranty. Furniture rep has weekly
overstocks. Pillow top Queen sets start at $175. Pillow
top Kings from $300. Twins and Fulls from $125. Can
Deliver. 28 yr Harvey Park resident. 303 742-4860
Pedis for Pets - We have a flair for pet nail care!
Convenient, in-your home nail trim/grinding, caps, paw
care & more. Multiple pet & Sr. discounts available. Pet
sitting & litter box maintenance also available.
Call Kat at 303-513-0558
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